'Wakayama, a land of water'
In nature-filled Wakayama Prefecture, which is
known as "The land of trees," there is an
abundant water environment that nurtures those
trees. This guidebook provides information on
resources for tourists that relate to the water of
Wakayama Prefecture. These include waterside
scenery and superb views, hot springs, food,
workshops, activities and more.
http://www.wakayama-kanko.or.jp/mizunokuni/en/

Wakayama,
a land of water

Wakayama Prefecture is known for abundant
forests. But it is water that raises its abundant
forests, and beautiful water is a gift from
abundant forests. Nature photographer Ryu
Uchiyama has captured the purity of that
water of Wakayama Prefecture and the
culture, festivals and way of life associated
with it.
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ʻ Bubblesʼ
Photo by Ryu Uchiyama
Yasukawa-keikoku Valley（Hikigawa River system）

While falling, the water is mixed with air, creating lots
of bubbles. When the water is very clear, the bubbles
are large and easy to see.

Superb views, delicacies, activities,
healing and more.
Water is the source of them all.

Wakayama Prefecture Tourism Promotion Section
☎073-441-2775
Wakayama Tourism Federation
☎073-422-4631

Wakayama,
a land of water

Stillness
and motion

Wakayama Prefecture has been called "the land of trees"
since ancient times.
It is because Wakayama is a land blessed with abundant forests
that it has pure water created by those forests.
"Wakayama, a land of water" introduces
the appeal of the resources and culture
related to the pure water Wakayama is brimming with.

Young ayu jump.
Location: Hidakagawa Town,
Hidaka-gun (the Hidaka-gawa River)

Young ayu(sweetfish) swimming
upstream from the ocean head for
the upper streams. For creatures
that go back and forth between the
ocean and rivers, it is important for
both environments to be preserved.

Takinohai Waterfall
Location: Kozagawa Town, Higashimuro-gun
(the Ko-gawa River)

Underwater at Takinohai Waterfall in early
summer. At the river bottom where plenty of
sunlight shines through, it is unexpectedly
bright. The degree of transparency that
allows you to survey the opposite shore is
surprising.

The aquatic scenery of Wakayama may be nothing special to residents.
To everyone else, however, this world of water is by no means ordinary.
"The aqua blue that surrounds you underwater in
Wakayama is visible because it is the finest water with a
high degree of transparency. Wakayama is a rare area
even in a world with countless pure rivers." These are the
words of nature photographer Ryu Uchiyama. He has
photographed the world's fresh water environments,
including those in Japan, of course, and also Africa's Lake
Tanganyika and Russia's Lake Baikal. Drawn by the
overwhelming beauty of its water, Mr. Uchiyama moved to
Wakayama from Tokyo 23 years ago. He was surprised at
the clear streams that exist, gurgling nearby as a natural
part of daily life, and he captured their beauty in these
photographs.
"The reason the water is this clean is that the Kii Peninsula

has healthy water circulation. The water that rains down
on the mountains passes through the forests, becomes a
river and then pours into the ocean. That seawater then
evaporates and becomes clouds, and then falls again as
rain. Partly because Wakayama has heavy rains and
abundant forests, this kind of circulation has been
well-sustained. Moreover, the mountains and oceans are
close, so that cycle is compact. There is no other place
where you can see such clear water here and there. Your
spirit is cleansed just by gazing upon such pure water.
And I think if you go to the upper streams and experience
the best water, you will be moved even more deeply. You
will be be able to experience unknown landscapes,
sounds and textures."

Location: Tanabe City (the Yasu-kawa River)

Nature photographer

Ryu Uchiyama
Born in Tokyo in 1962. He is a nature
photographer who has focused on
living creatures related to (mainly
fresh) water and their environments.
After encountering the beautiful
water of Wakayama, he moved to
Shirahama, Wakayama, in 1999.

Top: A water drop.
Location: Shirahama Town,
Nishimuro-gun
In the damp Kinan region
where lots of rain falls,
when you set foot inside
the forest you can
immediately see moss and
ferns with water dripping
from them.
Bottom : Playing in a river.
Location : Tanabe City(the
Yasu-kawa River). The
sound of water flowing
and vibration that resound
throughout your body the
minute you put on goggles
and dive under water in
the river are impressive.

Wakayama, a land of water
The sacred water of Wakayama, where the grandeur of nature
has long been worshipped, has a mysterious power.
Travel to a place where water will purify your mind and body.

See water
p.9

The pure water that enriches
the Kii Peninsula and the
superb water scenery
created by the distinctive
natural features. Head for
places with water that
cleanses the spirit and
famous views of such water.

We introduce manufacturing in
Wakayama that freely leverages
the environment of natural water,
including water that gushes out
from mountains and ravines.

Autumn leaves
Location:
Tanabe City (the Yasu-kawa River)

Made
by water
p.13

Gazing at deep-red leaves
from underwater. The lens is
completely underwater. But
because of the purity of the
water, the scenery above the
water is clearly visible.

Tour hot springs that boil
from the ground, ravines
created by rivers that weave
among mountains and other
natural products of the ample
waters of Wakayama.

Location: Hongucho, Tanabe City
(the Oto-gawa River)

It's hanami from underwater with
the cherry blossoms that bloom in
the mountains. In a clear river, you
can encounter, from underwater,
scenery that conveys the season.

Play
in water

p.19

Try various challenging water
activities, from sea kayaking, in
which you "stroll" on the sea, to
thrilling canyoning in ravines.

Cherry blossoms

Sacred water

p.15

Sites on Koyasan and the Kumano
shrine complex were registered as
a UNESCO World Heritage Site
under the name "Sacred Sites and
Pilgrimage Routes in the Kii
Mountain Range." This is a tale of
water rooted in these two sacred
places.

The seasons
from underwater

Use water
p.18

Get close
to water
We visited the farms and shops
who say, "Without pure water we
would not have our harvests and
products." We sought out these
people who live side by side
with water while feeling grateful
for it as a precious thing.

p.18

Nurture water

p.22

Nurture abundant water, or the
mountains of the Kii Peninsula
nurtured by that water. Walk at
your leisure in the deep mountains
or forest, or set out on a trip to
experience what they have to offer.

Walks in the Land of Water
Cycling in the Land of Water

p.5
p.17

A tour plan for enjoying the water
WAKAYAMA ACCESS GUIDE
Money-Saving Passes and
Useful Services

Walks in the Land of Water

Six hiking routes
that take you near
wonderful water scenery

Mt. Dake-no-Moriyama and
Koza-gawa River waterfall touring route
Scan for
a detailed map!

Picturesque route with
the Koza-gawa River and waterfalls
The Koza-gawa River has extraordinarily clear water. Along the clear river, there are
overwhelmingly beautiful waterfalls that will make you forget your travel fatigue, and soaring,
strangely shaped rocks that display the grandeur of nature.
Recommended
route

Turnaround
point

Follow
the signs.

Ueuo Falls & Hario Falls
↓ Approx. 1 hour by car
Ichimai-iwa Monolith
↓ Approx. 6 minutes by car
Shinsuibaku Falls
↓ Approx. 2 minutes by car
Myojin-no-sensui-kyo Bridge
↓ Approx. 20 minutes by car
Takinohai Waterfall：P10・24
↓ Approx. 20 minutes by car
Nakatsudani Falls
↓ Approx. 20-40 minutes by car

Hario Falls

Ueuo Falls

*Some locations
are hard to walk in
and have unclear paths,
so check your route
before proceeding.

Time required

Approx.
2 hours

Wade into
the river
and cross.
Follow the signs
as you make your way
around the trails.
Beginning &
ending point

Oto-bashi
Bridge

Spend the night
in Kozagawa Town or
Kushimoto Town

To Kushimoto
& Susami
↓

Mt. Dake-no-Moriyama soars on the other side of Ichimai-iwa Monolith. From the summit, see a
grand panorama of the surrounding mountain peaks and the Koza-gawa River. You'll also want to
include famous waterfalls in the area in your tour.
Recommended
route

Mt. Dake-no-Moriyama
↓ Approx. 5 minutes on foot
Ichimai-iwa Monolith
~ Shinsuibaku Falls
~ Myojin-no-sensui-kyo
Bridge
~ Takinohai Waterfall
~ Nakatsudani Falls

Follow
the signs

Time required

Approx.
3 hours

A rocky ridge filled with satisfying scenery

Trailhead

Nametoko
Rock

After climbing,
return to
the division
point.

Odake
summit

Mt. Dake-no-Moriyama

Follow the signs
as you make your way
around the trails.

Ichimai-iwa
Monolith

On the opposite side of the Koza-gawa River from Ichimai-iwa
Monolith. Walking along smooth bare rock with flowing spring water
and clawing your way up steep rockface using chains and ropes will
fill you with a sense of adventure. Mt. Dake-no-Moriyama is
composed of two summits called Odake and Medake.

Beginning &
ending point

Ⓟ（WC）

Medake summit

Division point for
going to
Medake
or descending

*This route is the same as
the recommended route on page 5.

Mossy rockfaces
hint at the water
that probably
flowed here in
the past.

Roadway from
this point on

▶Mine, Kozagawa Town

Tofu-iwa
Rock

Odake summit

Nametoko Rock

A sweeping view of the mountain range along
the Koza-gawa River. Medake is on the eastern
side. It is nicknamed "Rock Giant" because it
looks like the profile of a giant.

This is one highlight of Mt.
Dake-no-Moriyama, where
you can walk next to flowing
water. The rock surfaces are
manufactured to make it
easier to walk.

Vivid contrast between white waterfall and red rock face

Hario Falls
A secluded waterfall
that invites you to a mysterious world

The waterfall drops about 20 meters. There is benimadara moss, which only
grows in clear streams, on the rock face, giving the surroundings a red color.

Samoto-keikoku Valley
circuit route

▶Matsune, Kozagawa Town

Ueuo Falls
The Ueuo Falls is near the
source of the Koza-gawa
River, and the water is so
transparent you can see the
creatures that live in the water.

*Slippery after a rain. Be
careful.

Mt. Dake-no-Moriyama has
many steep slopes, but you
can climb it following ropes
and chains.

The Koza-gawa River flows between the cliffs of volcanic
and granite mountains. This circuit brings to mind the aeons that
created the dynamic beauty of the valley and the time when the
Kozakaido was a busy road.

This two-stage waterfall that flows down a course enclosed by
cliffs combines with the jade-colored basin beneath it to engender
a mysterious atmosphere.
Going to Ueuo Falls, and
Hario Falls, may require
you to wade into the river
to cross, depending on
the water level, so you
need to bring long boots
with you.

Time required

Approx.
3 hours

A bridge created from the wisdom
of people who live with the river
With water falling in stages and
spreading out at the bottom,
this waterfall looks magnificent

Nakatsudani Falls

Myojin-nosensui-kyo Bridge

The water follows a water-carved channel
parallel to a river before plummeting down
t h e s e f a l l s . Vi e w e d f ro m b e l o w, i t ' s
apparent the water increases in force as it
slides down each of the three stages of
the falls. Behind these falls there are more
multistage falls.
▶Nakazaki,

Kozagawa
Town

Beginning
point
To Susami
↓

Ichimai-iwa Monolith

v

What makes this bridge unusual is it has
no guardrail, and it is designed to be
underwater during times of high water,
to reduce the damage done to it by
driftwood and the like. To deflect the
power of the flowing water, the upstream
side of the bridge edge is curved. The
current bridge was restored in 2009.
▶Myojin, Kozagawa Town

Shinsuibaku Falls
The best part is the waterfall flow
that is so vigorous it looks like white
cloth hanging down. It's fun to look
at the whole scene from the forest
path and see the waterfall mouth,
and the forest scenery behind it.
▶Ichiburi, Kozagawa Town

Tofu-iwa Rock
Resembling stacked tofu, this rock
seems like an artificial wall, but its
appearance actually is the natural
result of water dripping down in the
cracks in the large rocks.
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These remains that tell the story of former
Fukuidani Village life involving stonework
terraced rice fields could be called the
Machu Picchu of Wakayama.
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Sta.

Experience the scenery of
the Koza-gawa River and
the history of the land

▶Samoto, Susami Town
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To
Kushimoto
↓

This is a section of the Kozakaido road that
crosses a mountain pass and a former major
traffic route. It is the shortest route between
Tanabe and Koza. Here you can see the
remains of Fukuidani Village with stone walls
still in place and an accretionary formation that
forms the foundation of the Kii Peninsula.

/HYPV-HSSZ
<L\V-HSSZ （P5）
（P5・11）

↓ Approx. 40 minutes by car
Samoto-keikoku Valley
↓ Approx. 40 minutes by car

Samoto-keikoku Valley

Climb up the rockface - you'll
feel like you're crawling - to
reach the summit. To the west
you'll have a view of Odake,
which is covered in thick
greenery.

▶Aise, Kozagawa Town

Perpendicularly falling
waterfall and clear basin

Ending
point

Medake summit

At 100 meters tall and 500 meters wide, this is one of
the largest single rocks in Japan. Facing the Koza-gawa
River, it soars over you and makes you feel tiny. In late
April and late August every year, the shadow of a dog
appears on the rock face. This dog was once said to
protect the rock from a goblin.

Remains of
Fukuidani Village

Spot where
you can descend
to the river's edge

Samoto Fukatani
Meeting House

A huge rock that's a nationally designated
natural monument

En-no-Gyoja
statue

JR Susami Sta.

JR Susami Sta.

Daishi statue
at the river source

▶ Matsune, Kozagawa

Town

Three
bodhisattva
statues

Fukuidani slope
stone-paved road

Recommended
route

Susami
Interchange
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Hirose-keikoku
Valley
（P28）Shizuku
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Susami Sta.
42

Susami-minami
Interchange

JR Kisei Main Line

The Samoto-gawa River, a tributary of
the Koza-gawa River, has a place where
you can descend to the water edge.

Mt. Mazumayama
aka Hidakafuji route

A series of rocks, waterfalls,
deep pools and peerless natural beauty

Umetarobuchi Pool
A deep pool between two huge
rocks. A tree grows atop a rock.
Legend has it that a branch, cut
by a man named Umetaro, took
root there long years ago.

Hyakkenzan-keikoku
Valley

From the summit of a mountain more than 500 meters high, enjoy
various scenery including a white-walled cape with an exotic
ambiance and a port city of scenic beauty.

Huge rocks, strangely shaped rocks, thrilling
waterfalls and deep pools appear one after another
on this path a little longer than 3 km. Its appearance,
w h i c h n e v e r b o re s b a c k p a c k e r s , i s l i k e a n
amusement park created by nature.

Mt. Mazumayama
Mt. Mazumayama has an elevation of 523 meters, and
because of its beautiful shape, it is also known as Hidakafuji,
which literally means the Mt. Fuji of the Hidaka District.
While ascending the mountain, you will encounter Suzumi
Falls and a observation deck, and on your way back down
there are places where you can rest your feet such as a
waterfall with a 25 meter drop and Otaki-jinja Shrine.

▶Iya, Tanabe City

Kaya Falls
The waterfall named
after the fact that
an old Japanese
nutmeg tree ("kaya"
i n Japanese) once
covered the top of
the waterfall. The
waterfall, whose water
wets nearby tree
leaves as it descends,
is atmospheric.

Hyakkenzan-keikoku Valley and
Yasukawa-keikoku Valley route
This route consists of the Hyakkenzan-keikoku Valley with its diverse, unfolding
scenery and ease of walking even for beginners, and the Yasukawa-keikoku Valley,
where you can hear the murmuring of a brooklet while walking on the path. You will
walk around two valleys positioned in a prefectural natural park.
Recommended
route

(Hyakkenzan-keikoku
Valley)

Tokuhon Shonin
Shogyo Dokutsu Cave
observation deck
This is a cave where it
is said that the monk
Tokuhon practiced
asceticism. The view
from the deck in front
of it is outstanding.

Inuochi Falls

Fuji-no-Nakajima
Suspension
bridge
Kaya Falls

Umetarobuchi
Pool
Beginning &
ending point

Spend the night
in Wakanoura

▶Hidakagawa Town

Beginning &
ending point

Otakigawa
Shinrin Park
Ⓟ

Suzumi Falls
Tokuhon Shonin
Shogyo Dokutsu Cave

Follow the signs
as you make your way
around the trails.

Time required
所要時間
Approx.

3.5 hours

Encounter
Otaki-gawa River

Otaki-jinja Shrine
25 meters high
waterfall

Summit of
Mt. Mazumayama

Follow the signs
as you make your way
around the trails.

Turnaround
point

Otaki-jinja Shrine
remains of Kannondo

Summit of Mt. Mazumayama

Futaoi-Gama Falls

From here, there is a 360 degree
panoramic view. On clear days, you can
see Koyasan to the northeast, the
Enjugahama Coast to the west and
Shirahama to the south.

Time required

Approx.
2 hours

When you get to the Otaki-gawa
River, go east and you will be met
by a large, wide waterfall.
Kimiidera Sta.
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25 meters high
waterfall

×

JR Kis
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There is a temple
dedicated to
Kannon on the :OPYHZHRP
path down the *VHZ[
42
mountain, and （P9）24
after you go
Kii-Yura
down steeper
Sta.
slope, there will
Gobo Sta.
be a tall and
Gobo Interchange
straight waterfall.

To Tanabe &
Ayukawa↓

Kainanhigashi
Interchange
Kainan
Interchange

e

Yuasa-Gobo Road

Spend the night in Kumano Hongu Onsen Spring Village
(Kawayu Onsen, Yunomine Onsen)：P25

The view from the bridge opposite the
falls is of course beautiful, and when you
stand in front of them, the spray and a
cool breeze come down on you.

Mt. Mazumayama
↓ Approx. 1 hour by car
Shirasaki Coast：P9
↓ Approx. 1 hour by car

Hanwa Expressway

Hyakkenzan-keikoku Valley
↓ Approx. 1 hour by car
Yasukawa-keikoku Valley
↓ Approx. 1 hour 20 minutes by car

Amagoi Falls

Suzumi Falls

Turnaround
point

Jizo Falls

Recommended
route

Plenty of things to see and panoramic views

Hirogawa
Interchange

4[
4Ha\TH
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25

Gobo-minami Interchange

Suspension bridge

Fuji-no-Nakajima
Inuochi Falls

Amagoi Falls (Hyakkenzan-keikoku Valley)

There is a legend that a dog,
that was chasing a boar, fell
down the waterfall with it. It is
also interesting that a rock is
stuck midway down the fall.

The basin under the waterfall sparkles emerald
green when the sun shines on it. Ancient
Shinto music and dancing in prayer for rain
took place here in the past.

A lot of wisteria (fuji) grows wild throughout the
area. In the spring, the wisteria flowers purple
contrasts with the green of moss to create a
beautiful spectacle.

Time required

←To Tanabe

Approx.
1 hour

Ending
point

Bridge

Ⓐ

*Some locations are
hard to walk in and
have unclear paths,
so check your route
before proceeding.

Tunnel
Beginning
point

Mt. Kasaneyama
easy summit climb route

Recommended
route
JR Kii-Hime Sta.

Mt. Kasaneyama is at the mouth of the Koza-gawa River. It's near the JR station, and there are
roads running in every direction. Go do some fun, leisurely hiking on the mountain hiking trail.

Look out over a breathtakingly beautiful valley

Look out on a river and the ocean
from the easy-to-get-to mountain

Yasukawa-keikoku Valley

Mt. Kasaneyama

The source of the Hiki-gawa River, which flows at the foot of Mount
Otozan. There is a walking path along the valley, on which visitors can
stroll while enjoying the views of a forest with a variety of trees and
Amagoi Falls.

This mountain is popular with beginners
a s w e l l a s m o re e x p e r i e n c e d h i k e r s
because it is easy to get to using public
transportation. On the mountain you will
encounter Shitchinpo Falls, and you will
command a view of the sea of Kumano
from the 302 meter elevation summit.

▶Shimogawakami, Tanabe City

Follow the signs
as you make your way
around the trails.

There are three suspension
bridges on the route. When you
look down at the water from a
swaying bridge, you feel like
you are a part of nature.

Koza Sta.
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Roadside Station
Kumano Kodo Nakahechi
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Amagoi Falls

(Yasukawa-keikoku
Valley)

Roadside Station
Furusato Center Oto
To City area
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The water reflected
by smooth rock
surfaces polished by
the mountain stream
glimmers with a
mystical indigo blue
when the sun shines
on it. (The photos on
the above and right
were both taken from
Point A on the map.)

Walking path
This path leads from
the lookout point to
Shinno-ji Temple. The
stone Buddhist statues
that are the principal
object of worship of the
S h i k o k u H e n ro a k a
Shikoku Pilgrimage are
lined along the path.

Approx. 1 hour 40 minutes

↓ on foot

Ending
point

Shitchinpo Falls
The water slides down
and fans out here in an
elegant manner. Legend
has it mountaineering
ascetics did their ascetic
practice here.

Jizodo
Beginning
point

Kii-Hime Sta.

▶Kushimoto Town
311

↓ Approx. 2 hours on foot
Mt. Kasaneyama (summit)
JR Koza Sta.

Summit of
Mt. Kasaneyama

Choshi Falls
Shitchinpo
Falls
Takimidai

（P8）

Time required

Approx.
4 hours

Lookout point
The nearby Kii Oshima Island and
Cape Shionomisaki can be seen
clearly from the lookout point at the
summit.

Choshi Falls
Choshi Falls have a charming,
bi-level stream with different
angles. There is an arbor
across from it from which you
can view the falls.
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Koza Sta.

JR Kisei Main Line

Kii-Hime Sta.
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See water
The Pacific Ocean, which surrounds the Kii
Peninsula, and rivers and ravines filled with
cool, clear water that has passed through
deep mountains. Here you can see water
scenery that combines pure water that
cleanses the spirit of anyone
who sees it and exquisite
landscapes created by other
natural features.

A crystal river that runs across mysterious bedrock

A symbol of Shirahama resting in the emerald ocean

Takinohai Waterfall

Engetsuto Island

This is a small waterfall on the Ko-gawa River, tributary of the
Koza-gawa River. The bedrock full of countless holes and the
intensity of water flowing powerfully between the rocks are sights
to see. In particular, the water so clear you can clearly see fish
swimming on the riverbed is the most beautiful in the prefecture.
Just looking at it makes a person feel refreshed.

This small island rests in a seaside inlet near Shirarahama, which is
known for its clear waters and white-sand beach. Though its formal
name is Takashima, it has a marine-eroded cave at its center
reminiscent of a full moon, so it has long been referred to
affectionately as Engetsuto (round moon) Island. It is also famous for
its good night view.

▶Kogawa, Kozagawa Town MAP→P24A-1

▶Shirahama Town (seaside) MAP→P28C-1

Scan for
a detailed map!

A place of scenic beauty composed of the clear sea off
Kushimoto and strangely shaped rocks
This clear stream in Kumano known only
to the lucky few has many faces.

Koza-gawa River
This clear stream continues for some 60 kilometers from Mount
Otozan in the center of the Kumano Region to the sea of Kumano.
At times your spirit will be soothed by the sight of this river, which
is like the archetypal scene of Japan, and at times you will be
shaken by sight of the towering monoliths. If you go around the
waterfront, you will encounter various aspects of the scenery.
▶Kozagawa Town

MAP→P24A-1

Hashigui-iwa Rock
The sea off Kushimoto is pulled by the Kuroshio Current and colored a
blue so vivid it will jolt you awake. The sight of these 40 large and small
regularly placed rock pillars soaring is one of the leading places of
scenic beauty in Wakayama. They were formed when only the hardest
parts of the rocks were left in place by the erosion of the ocean.
▶Kujinokawa, Kushimoto Town MAP→P28B-1

A gorge created by repeated
erosion since ancient times

Doro-kyo Gorge
The large gorge was formed as the
massive waterfall eroded the rocks at the
bottom of its plunge pool over times. The
upper reaches are called Okudoro and
the lower reaches Shimodoro. Shimodoro/
also known as Dorohaccho/is especially
famous for its magnificent scenery with
huge rocks,storangely shaped rocks and
cliffs.
▶Kumanogawacho, Shingu City
P26C-1

MAP→

A water world with a long,
chalky cape that looks like an iceberg

Shirasaki Coast
The scene of a white cape continuing against a
deep blue sea looks just as if it were in a
foreign country. This coast formed by a group
of limestone rocks 250 million years ago is
unusual in Japan. This is a must-see whether
during the day, when the contrast between blue
and white is beautiful, or at sunset when the
rocks are colored orange and pink.
▶Obiki, Yura Town MAP→P31A-2

9

A famous waterfall on a sacred site in Kumano
where nature worship continues today.

Nachi Waterfall
This waterfall is the object of worship of Hiro-jinja Shrine, a shrine
associated with Kumano Nachi Taisha Grand Shrine, and with a
height of 133 meters, it is the highest single-drop waterfall in Japan.
If you go to the waterfall worshiping spot in the compound, you will
see up close the magnificent force of the waterfall, where one ton
of water falls every second. Your spirit will be cleansed the moment
you are bathed in mist from the waterfall while paying homage.
▶Nachisan, Nachikatsuura Town MAP→P24A-2
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WATERFALLS
These famous waterfalls, some violent and some gentle, create a variety of
beautiful scenes. Wakayama Prefecture, where many beautiful rivers flow, is
a waterfall mecca. Spending some carefree time soaking up the negative
ions next to a refreshing waterfall is the most soothing experience of all.

CLEAR WATER

Scan for
a detailed map!

A famous waterfall chosen
as one of the 100 best in Japan

Kuwanoki Falls
This waterfall in the Kuwanoki-keikoku Valley, a
tributary of the Takada-gawa River, has a fall of
21 meters and a width of 8 meters. Water that
descends in fine, delicate streams like a
bamboo screen and large amounts of water that
drop with great energy — these two types of
water flows fall straight and intersect to create a
complex scene.
▶Oga, Shingu City MAP→P26B-1

Branch off from the magnificent main river to tributaries to find
secluded places with beautiful water. It's fun to make your way
into a valley with a sense of adventure to find a favorite spot to
call your own. It is possible to encounter amazingly beautiful
streams accessible even from urban areas and national highways.

A large river that is among the 100 Exquisite
and Well-Conserved Waters of the Heisei Period

Kumano-gawa River
Scan for
a detailed map!

The 183-kilometer-long Kumano-gawa River originates in the
northern Kii Mountains and continues to the sea of Kumano. On
the lower reaches of the river are Kumano Hayatama Taisha Grand
Shrine and Kumano Hongu Taisha Grand Shrine, which are part of
the only water pilgrimage route registered as UNESCO World
Heritage.
▶Kumanogawacho, Shingu City

A valley so beautiful it looks like a painting

Wada-gawa River
The Wada-gawa River is a tributary of the Akagi-gawa
River, which flows into the Kumano-gawa River.
Erosion from torrential rains has created steep valleys
and ravines along the river. There is a lot of virgin
forest on both banks. Transparent water flows in the
overwhelmingly beautiful canyon.
▶Kumanogawacho-nishi, Shingu City

A clear river easily accessible from the city

Takada-gawa River

A mystical cataract that falls from a perpendicular cliff

Ueuo Falls
This 18 meter waterfall that flows
down a soaring rock face like thread
through cloth and its emerald green
plunge basin are charming. Located at
the source of the Koza-gawa River, it
is a 30 minute walk from the Mount
Otosan trailhead. Along the way, there
are rough spots where you have to
pass through the river, so pay attention
to the water level and weather.

A mystical, limpid waterfall
in the middle of virgin forest

Amagoi Falls
Various waterfalls large and small
stand in a row in the Hyakkenzankeikoku Valley, which is covered
i n d e n s e v i rg i n f o r e s t . T h i s
waterfall got the name Amagoi,
which means "praying for rain" in
Japanese, because during a
drought, ancient Shinto music
and dancing were used to pray
for rain there. The sight of the
water weaving through rocks
covered with thick moss and then
falling straight down is refreshing.

▶Matsune, Kozagawa Town
MAP→P24A-2

Shizuku Falls
Shizuku Falls is a 30 meter waterfall on the main
current of the Susami-gawa River. It is divided
into two levels. On the upper level, the water falls
calmly as if sliding. On the lower level, it falls
vigorously into a plunge basin. In early summer,
the new green leaves are a beautiful sight, as are
the colorful leaves in autumn. Anglers come here
in the summer to fish for ayu, red spotted masu
trout and other freshwater fish.

A sacred place, well-known to the few,
for meditating under a waterfall

Shirama Falls
Shirama Falls is a 21 meter waterfall in Ataigawa
at Mount Shiramayama's foot, in a spot that
overlooks the Hidaka-gawa River to the south.
Actually, people come here to meditate under a
waterfall, and you may see some standing under
the falls. The ambience is more one of adjusting
mind-set than water sports. There are steps
nearby for going to the bottom of the falls.

An energy vortex
worshiped from
ancient times

▶Ataigawa, Hidakagawa Town MAP→P31A-2

Fudo Falls
Fudo Falls is located in Uitani,
Kiminocho. Because the water
flows due north before falling,
locals have believed since
ancient times that it is a
guardian deity of the region. Its
large volume of water falling 30
meters is a magnificent sight.
There are many sights to see in
the area, including the strangely
shaped rock Tengu-iwa across
the road from the falls.
▶Uitani, Kimino Town
MAP→P30B-2

▶Takata, Shingu City

A plentiful river where you can
enjoy aquatic activities

Kitayama-gawa
River
The Kitayama-gawa River flows from
Odaigahara through Kitayamamura,
the only enclave village in Japan.
With a gentle current, it combines
with the steep surrounding
mountains to create a magnificent
valley. It is popular as a leisure spot
for rafting downstream with wooden
or rubber rafts.

The appearance of this famous
waterfall changes depending on
the angle and viewing distance.

Tsugi Falls
Tsugi Falls, which drops 46 meters
straight down, reportedly was named
for the fact that it is second in height to
Nachi Waterfall. ("Tsugi" means "next
in rank" in Japanese.) You can tell from
the front that it is not a short walk, but
you can descend to the plunge basin
using a roundabout path. The sheet of
spray visible from the cave behind the
waterfall is close and impressive.

A secluded area where you can experience
the changing sounds and sights of the river up close

Ko-gawa River

▶Onuma, Kitayama Village

Clear, blue-green water flows
in a deep canyon

Akagi-gawa River

▶Nobusaka, Aridagawa Town
MAP→P31A-1
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A bi-level waterfall with beautiful contrast

▶Okauchi, Susami Town MAP→P28A-2

▶Iya, Tanabe City MAP→P24A-2

The Takada-gawa River is a highly transparent tributary of
the Kumano-gawa River with a gentle current. If you drive
three minutes southwest down the national highway,
there is a natural pool fed by a clear stream. Brimming
with beautiful water and nature, it is a good place for
playing in the water or observing river fish, and it is often
crowded with families.

This river is a tributary of the Kumano-gawa River
that flows in a tranquil, rural area. As you head for
the upper reaches of the river, fierce cliffs appear for
a complete change of scenery. A soul-stirring view
spreads out before you, created by the contrast
between the emerald green, limpid water and the
rock faces.
▶Akagi, Kumanogawacho, Shingu City

Fantastical scenery of clear water amid
deep green

Shino-kawa River
This is a tributary of the Kitayama-gawa River. It
passes north from the national highway through a
cedar grove and flows into the upper reaches of the
river where the water is calm and has few
undulations. Enormous, rugged rocks stick out and
spring water pours from their moss-covered faces
into the river. The Shino-kawa River is so
extraordinarily transparent that it reveals the riverbed.
▶Shimooi, Kitayama Village

The Ko-gawa River is a Koza-gawa River tributary famous
for Takinohai Waterfall, where you can see the current
flowing through strangely shaped rocks. Further upstream
from Takinohai is a place where the riverbed is covered in
pebbles and you can play in the water. Visitors are
pleasantly surrounded by the sounds of a murmuring small
stream and roaring, strong current. The water is so
fantastically transparent you can see the individual pebbles
on the riverbed.
▶Kogawa, Kozagawa Town

The river surface
glimmering aqua blue is visible
from the path

Yasu-kawa River
The Yasu-kawa River flows through
the Otohikigawa Prefectural Natural
Park in a mystical location. The water
sparkles aqua blue when the weather
is good and it seems to slide over
smooth rock surfaces. There is a
path leading down into the ravine
from the side of the road.
▶Shimogawakami, Tanabe City
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Made by water
The beauty of enormous, moss-covered rocks and sturdy trees can be
found in the valleys in deep in the mountains where pure water flows.
Natural hot spring water full of minerals that bubbles up from the layers of
sediment in the ground is a water gift that soothes our minds and bodies.

VALLEYS

HOT SPRINGS
Scan for
a detailed map!

Kamigoten
This old ryokan designated by
the government as a tangible
cultural property has an elegant,
rocky open air bath that
overlooks the clear stream of the
H i d a k a - g a w a R i v e r. T h e
free-flowing hot spring is a
sodium hydrogen carbonate
spring. In the viscous, gentle hot
water that that feels good
against your skin, your body will
be warmed to the core.

High quality hot spring water combined with the appeal
of a location among the ocean, rivers and mountains.

Scenery made up of water and greenery
that convey the power of nature

☎0739-79-0005
42 Ryujinmura-ryujin, Tanabe City
*Only available for use by overnight
guests
MAP→P26A-1

Hyakkenzan-keikoku Valley
In this valley in the mountains where a primeval forest remains, enormous and oddly shaped rocks,
giant's kettles and some 30 waterfalls large and small appear one after another. This scenery covered in
fresh moss is magical. There is a hiking route running along the valley. The route is easily accessible via
a bus running from the Japan Rail Kii-Tanabe Station to the trailhead.
▶Iya, Tanabe City

Kawayu Onsen Sennin-buro
If you dig in the bed of the Oto-gawa
River, you can enjoy an instant open air
bath in the hot water that gushes forth.
Every year from December to February,
the river water is dammed up to create
a big open air bath with an outstanding
sense of spaciousness. The hot water
that you bathe in while gazing up at the
sky surrounded by nature is
exceptional. Bathing suits are allowed.

☎Telephone not available
Hongucho-kawayu,
Tanabe City
6:30 a.m.-10:00 p.m.
(Open from Dec. to Feb.)
Open every day during
the period
Bathing fee:
Free admission
MAP→P26A-2

Tsubaki Hanano-Yu Onsen

Ryujin Onsen Moto-Yu

Yukawa-keikoku Valley
This is a valley deep in the mountains of
the upper reaches of the Yukawa-gawa
River, a tributary of the Arida-gawa
River. It is a famous place for fishing for
red spotted masu trout nurtured in the
river's clear stream. The series of icicle s
hanging down like an ice curtain in
winter is a highlight. Sagaritaki, an
impressive waterfall with a 25 meter
level differential, is located in the very
upper reaches of the river.

This is a nature-filled location on
high ground overlooking Myoe-kyo
Valley. It is said that your skin will
be satiny after you get out of the
viscous alkaline hot water. The
indoor baths include Jacuzzis and
places to recline in the hot water.
You can enjoy a panoramic view
from the open air bath.

☎0737-32-5526
81-3 Surigawa, Aridagawa
Town
11:00 a.m.-8:30 p.m. *last
admission time
Closed on the 2nd Fri.
Bathing fee: Adults ¥600,
Children ¥300
MAP→P31A-1

Yasukawa-keikoku
Valley
Here you will find the headwaters of the
Hiki-gawa River, which threads its way
through deep forest. The water that glides
across bare rock made smooth by the
mountain stream is highly transparent, and
it turns a beautiful blue in the scattered
deep pools into which light pours. There is
a walking path along the valley, and you
can see a waterfall along the way.
▶Shimogawakami, Tanabe City
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Ryujin Hot Spring is one of the three beautifying hot springs in Japan and
its hot water is free-flowing. In addition to two types of indoor baths —
Japanese cypress and rock — it has an open air bath where you can
bathe surrounded by mountains. It is a sodium hydrogen carbonate spring
that gives you smooth, beautiful skin.
☎0739-79-0726
37 Ryujinmuraryujin, Tanabe City
7:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.
Open every day
Bathing fee: Adults
¥800, Children
¥400
MAP→P26A-1

Hanayama Onsen

▶Kamiyukawa, Aridagawa Town

Tsuru-no-Yu Onsen
Beloved as a spa since the Edo period, this small hot spring is
located in a mountain valley. The hot water constantly flowing
from the source contains a lot of iron and it is said to be effective
for recovering from fatigue. The murmuring of a river can be
heard from the open air bath and you can steep in the hot water
at your leisure while experiencing the grandeur of nature.
☎0739-75-2180
47 Kumasegawa, Minabe Town
11:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m. *last admission time
Closed on Tue. (Open if the day falls on a holiday. )
Bathing fee: Adults ¥600, Children ¥300

This impeccably pedigreed ancient hot
spring boasts more than 1,350 years of
history and was visited by the Emperor
Tenji in the distant past. The open air
bath is so close to the coast that sea
water flows into it. It affords an
unbroken view of the Pacific Ocean and
has a high salt content. Here you can
enjoy the miyuki onsen, which will warm
you to the core in no time.
☎0739-42-3016
1668 Shirahama Town
8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. (Apr.-June & Sep.:
-5:30 p.m., July & Aug.: 7:00 a.m.-6:30 p.m.)
*last admission times
Open every day (It may close due to
maintenance)
Bathing fee: ¥500 (free for 2 years old
and younger)
MAP→P28C-1

This is a popular hot spring said to
beautify the skin and located at a
roadside station (rest area). There are
a yew plum pine bath with lukewarm
water direct from the hot spring
source and a heated large common
bath, both with water flowing in freely
from the source.
☎0739-46-0617
1058-1 Tsubaki, Shirahama Town
11:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.
Closed on Tue. (If the day falls on a
holiday, the following weekday will be
closed instead.)
Bathing fee: Adults ¥500, Children
¥250

Kanaya Myoe-kyo Onsen

Saki-no-Yu
Onsen

Yakushi-no-Yu

This is one of the highest concentration naturally carbonated hot springs
in Japan. The brown water contains carbon dioxide and iron, which
promote blood circulation, and is popular among athletes because it
helps them recover from fatigue and prevent injuries. The hot spring has
both lukewarm water and heated water, so you can bathe in them
alternately to improve your metabolism.
☎073-471-3277
574 Narukami, Wakayama
City
8:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m.
Closed on Thu.& during
new year holidays.
Bathing fee: Adults ¥1,100,
Children ¥550
(5:00 p.m.-: Adults ¥850,
Children ¥420)
MAP→P32A-1

Muro-no-Yu Onsen

Spa Yunosato

This public bath looking out on the sea off Yuzaki
has a partitioned bath tub fed by two different hot
springs. If you alternately bathe in the
sulfur-containing mabyu hot spring, said to remove
old keratin, and the miyuki hot spring, with a high
salt content and moisturizing effect, your skin will
become smooth.

This hot spring is located on a hill overlooking the
eight peaks of Mount Koyasan. The hot water,
which is a balanced blend of two kinds of natural
water called kinsui (gold water) and ginsui (silver
water), deeply permeates the skin and promotes
health from inside the body. Guests visit from
around Japan after hearing about it. It has lodging
facilities convenient for those staying a while to
use the baths to treat an ailment.

☎0739-43-0686
1665 Shirahama Town
7:00 a.m.-9:30 p.m. *last admission time
Closed on Tue.
Bathing fee: Adults ¥420, 6-11 years old ¥140,
3-5 years old ¥80
MAP→P28C-1

☎0736-33-1126
898 Konono, Hashimoto City
10:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. *last admission time
Closed on the 2nd & 4th Thu.
Bathing fee: Adults ¥1,000, Children ¥600
MAP→P32C-1

Hotel Urashima Resort & Spa’s
Cavernous Bath & Boki-do Cave
There are a wide variety of hot springs at this hotel accessed by boat from Katsuura Port. The
best among them is Boki-do hot spring, which is inside a natural cave eroded by the wind and
waves from the sea of Kumano. Have an exceptional hot spring experience bathing while
gazing upon the choppy Pacific Ocean while surrounded by the rock surfaces of the cave.
☎0735-52-1011
1165-2 Katsuura,
Nachikatsuura Town
9:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.
(last admission time:
6:00 p.m.)
Bathing fee: Adults ¥1,300,
Children ¥650
MAP→P24B-2
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Water of life that has fallen continuously since antiquity

Sacred water

Kumano Nachi Taisha Grand Shrine
Betsugu Hiro-jinja Shrine
Nachi Waterfall was first discovered by Emperor Jimmu. It is said
that he made his way to it after seeing a light shining in the
mountains. Based on a legend that an elixir of eternal youth sank in
the basin of the waterfall, it has attracted adherents who believe
the water grants longevity. Pilgrims still come to drink it to this day.
The fundamental idea of the Kumano faith is great reverence for
nature, and Nachi Waterfall, whose flow of life-granting water never
ceases, can truly be called a symbol of that.

Sacred water that connects nature, people ... and faith
Abundant precipitation brings up forest deep in the Kii Mountains, and before long
the water that cultivates that abundant forest turns into the enormous
river and waterfall that have been deified by the people since antiquity.
The UNESCO World Heritage sites Kumano and Koyasan make up a
special world created by the overwhelming power and natural
processes of water — a world overflowing with "sacred water" that
Scan for
connects nature, people ... and faith.
a detailed map!

A 'water city' in the mountains
that is protected by a dragon
and a water goddess

Koyasan
Kongobu-ji Head Temple
☎0736-56-2011
132 Koyasan, Koya Town
8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
*last admission time
Entrance fee: ¥1,000
MAP→P30A-1

The monk Kobo Daishi Kukai said of Koyasan, "It has
east-flowing water, like a dragon stretched out from east to
west." "East-flowing water" refers to the Odo-gawa River,
which originates at the mountain peak Benten-dake at the
west edge and flows east, wetting the entire mountaintop
zone like a guardian dragon god. When Kukai founded the
temple compound on Koyasan, his first priority was
securing water, and he prayed for the coming of the water
goddess Saraswati in seven locations that serve as water
sources, including the summit of Benten-dake. Koyasan,
which is still protected by one dragon and seven
goddesses, can be said to be a sacred city of water.

A divine spirit that shines
like a jewel is the main enshrined deity

Kumano Hayatama Taisha
Grand Shrine
Kumano Hayatama Taisha
Grand Shrine is a shrine on the
water pilgrimage route located
at the mouth of the Kumanogawa River. It is one of the
three Kumano Sanzan shrines.
The main enshrined deities are
Kumano Hayatama no Okami
and Kumano Fusumi no
Okami, a married couple.
Hayatama means a shining
spirit, and it is a name to praise
the powerful vitality of the god.
A sacred nagi tree 1,000 years
old grows here. It is said to
have been planted personally
by Taira no Shigemori and is
the largest in Japan. "Nagi" is
pronounced the same as a
Chinese character that means
"calm," so the tree is a symbol
of tranquility and peace. It is
said that guides gave pilgrims
to the Kumano region a nagi
leaf when they visited to
symbolize wishes for a safe
journey. The god of Kumano
resides in a single leaf.

God of water and cinnabar

Niutsuhime-jinja Shrine

☎0736-26-0102
230 Kamiamano, Katsuragi Town
8:45 a.m.-4:30 p.m. (shrine office) Free to visit

Where the water spirits dwell quietly

Oyunohara, Kumano Hongu
Taisha Grand Shrine
The name of Oyunohara, the land where the Kumano Hongu Taisha Grand Shrine
used to be located (2018 was the 2050th anniversary of its founding), means "sacred
place where water deities are worshipped." The "yu" part of the name was formerly
written with a character meaning "hot water" rather than the current one that means
"worship." With that spelling, the name meant "place purified by sacred water." Also,
when Kumano Hongu Taisha was affected by an extended drought, a ceremony was
held to pray to the gods for rain. Oyunohara, where the water spirits dwell (water
being the origin of life), is also compared to Mount Penglai, a paradise of eternal
youth. In 2022, Kumano Hongu Taisha Grand Shrine will celebrate its 130 anniversary
since being relocated from Oyunohara to its current home.

Kumano Hongu Taisha Grand Shrine
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☎0735-42-0009
1110 Hongucho-hongu, Tanabe City
Contact the shrine office for visiting hours.
Free to visit
MAP→P26A-2

Niutsuhime no Okami, who has been enshrined halfway up Koyasan for
more than 1,700 years, is a goddess considered to have propagated
agriculture in the Yamato and Kii provinces. She is deeply connected to
water. The shrine territories, which were donated by Emperor Ojin along
with shrine buildings situated in the northwest Kii Mountains, are the
source of water for agriculture. This is the head shrine in Japan deifying
Niutsuhime no Okami, a goddess worshipped as the guardian deity of
Shingon Buddhism since Kukai opened the Koyasan temple complex
upon receiving part of the shrine lands 1,200 years earlier. Niu refers to
cinnabar, which is also a raw material of mercury, and it is thought that
vermillion has the power to ward off evil spirits. Niutsuhime-jinja Shrine
became the number one shrine in Kii Province because during the Mongol
invasions of Japan, members of the Kamakura shogunate prayed there,
and then strong winds blew, allowing Japan to escape a national crisis.
The sight of the vermillion-painted scenery, including the largest
kasuga-zukuri inner shrine in Japan, the two-storied gate, the arched
bridge and more, looks beautiful against the greenery on the shrine
grounds.

☎0735-55-0321
1 Nachisan, Nachikatsuura Town
7:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Free to visit (visiting the waterfall
worshiping spot ¥300)
MAP→P24A-2

☎0735-22-2533
1 Shingu, Shingu City
5:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. (vary with seasons)
Free to visit
MAP→P26B-2

Rain that creates abundant water and a laurel forest

The forest of Kumano
The Kumano region is a place with abundant water. For example, the distance between
the mouth of the Nachi-gawa River and Nachi Waterfall is only 5 kilometers as the crow
flies, and it is less than 1 kilometer from Nachi Waterfall to the source of the river. That
means there is only 6 kilometers between the source of the water, from where it goes on
to become a waterfall, to the place where it flows into a river. You can tell just how
abundant the water is from the fact that an enormous waterfall and river come into being
within in such a short stretch of land. That is because of its environment of high
rainfall — more than 3,000 millimeters per year — due to the strong effect of the
Kuroshio Current and the laurel forest that has developed there. From the abundant
forest of the Kumano region a person should be able to feel an aura of energy bubbling
up from the ground.
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Cycling
in the Land of
Water

It's nice to ride
on the flat,
open road.

It's great to visit scenic spots by bicycle
feeling a pleasant breeze from a river or the
ocean. Routes that can make this cyclists'
d re a m s c o m e t r u e s t re t c h a l l o v e r
Wakayama Prefecture.

JR Kainan Sta.

One of the prefecture-recommended cycling routes,
this road along the Kino-kawa River is flat and has
little traffic, making it perfect for beginners. While
riding along, experience the natural features of the
K i n o - k a w a R i v e r, i n c l u d i n g t h e v i e w o f M t .
Ryumon-zan, which is known as the Kishu Mt. Fuji
because of its resemblance to Mt. Fuji, and the rural
landscape that spreads out along the waterway.

↓
Wakayama Marina City
Approx. 15.6 km
↓
Kino-kawa River Cycling Road
Approx. 27 km
↓
Kokawa-dera Temple
Approx. 1.5 km
↓
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Kii-Ogura

Kimiidera

Wakanoura

Nakakoriten
This shaved ice shop insists on using only the purest ice. It
makes its ice by filtering the high-quality raw water of the
Koza-gawa River and freezing it for 72 hours, longer than
usual for pure ice. The resulting ice is hard and absolutely
transparent. It takes on a fluffy texture when shaved thinly
while being filled with air, and has an impressively clear flavor.

☎0735-52-0038
271 Temma, Nachikatsuura Town
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Closed on Sat., Sun., holidays, during
Bon period and new year holidays
Budget: Korai Jozushi Vinegar ¥702 for 300 ml
MAP→P24A-2

☎0738-46-0038
550-2 Kawamata, Inami Town
*Tours available. Inquire in
advance.

Marushosu Jozomoto gets a lot of orders from overseas
for its cooking vinegar that brings out the flavor of dishes
with its mild sweetness and full body.

The fourth-generation owner Ken Hirai. While mainly
growing a variety of wasabi called "Daruma," he also is
working to revive the difficult-to-grow "Mazuma" variety.

The exotic streets are
so cool.

This resort has it all, from the free-entry
theme park Porto Europa to Kuroshio
Market, where you can get your fill of
fresh tuna and other seafood, an onsen,
a hotel and a sea fishing park.

Uchita

Use water
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The high-quality production that takes place here makes use of the
famous water. It includes everything from sake, whose flavor is
affected by the water used, to beer and fabric processing.

3rd season
now in progress!

An old temple with a majestic
building and a garden

Kokawa-dera
Temple

Kino-kawa
River water

Cycling stations

Cyclist-friendly lodging

Tonda water

This is the third amulet-issuing temple
among the 33 temples of the Saigoku
Kannon Pilgrimage. This temple has a
series of dynamic structures including a
ferric-oxide-red, tower gate with three
vertical sections, a rock garden and a main
temple building (hondo) that combines a
worship hall (raido) with a single layer roof
and a main hall (shodo) with a two-layer roof.

Detailed cycling information is available.

Ride on Wakayama

Beer

☎0736-62-8377 (Sake no Negorokku)
49-1 Hatake, Iwade City
10:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. Holidays: None scheduled
*Closed during new year holidays.
Budget: Sake starting at ¥165 for 60ml
MAP→P32B-1

Nagisa Beer

Yoshimura Hideo Shoten

Wakayama Prefecture is Japan's largest cycling paradise. The "WAKAYAMA8
∞" infinity symbol expresses the idea that the prefecture has endless cycling
routes to match various ability levels. About 800 km of blue lines have been
painted to guide cyclists around the prefecture, and the number of its cycling
stations to support cyclists and cyclist-friendly lodging options are
increasing.

Duration: Until March 21, 2021

Scan for
a detailed map!

Sake

Wakayama Prefecture has a safe,
enjoyable cycling environment
ready for you!

Mobile stamp rally

Shaved ice with homemade red bean paste or jabara
juice in Kitayama Village. The flavorless ice accentuates
the sweetness of the other ingredients.

Kokawa

The Kokawa-dera Temple garden is
a nationally designated place of
scenic beauty and a must-see!

Wakayama Marina City
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☎0735-21-5300
551-12 Shingu, Shingu City
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. (Winter
period: 10:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.)
Holidays: None scheduled
Budget: Matcha, milk and red bean
paste shaved ice ¥600 MAP→P26B-2

Funato

Full of places to have fun
and get refreshed
Kuroe
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Hirai Wasabi-en
This is a wasabi farm that has been operating for some
130 years in Kawamata, where the rare Mazuma variety
of wasabi originated. Mountain spring water with
abundant nutrition and of a temperature suited to
growing wasabi constantly flows into the wasabi fields.
This wasabi, which takes a year and a half to raise, has a
refined pungency and freshness. In a word, it's first-rate.

Kii-Nagata

Iwade

The view of expansive tidal flats change
with the ebb and flow of the tides, and
you never tire of them no matter how
many times you pass. The area is dotted
with historical heritage related to the
Kishu Tokugawa family such as Kishu
Tosho-gu Shrine. Registered as a Japan
Heritage Site in 2017.

Kainan

Marushosu Jozomoto

Wakanoura

Miyamae

Scan for
a detailed map!

In the Temma area, underground water from Mount Nachisan wells
up, and the brewing industry flourished there. Marushosu Jozomoto
has been making vinegar continuously since its founding in 1879 with
an old brewing method that uses cedar tubs. Its motto is "high-quality
soft water and malt are the most important elements of delicious
vinegar." For generations, the owners have prayed to a well in their
garden every morning for what they consider "the water of the gods."

Picturesque scenery beloved
by Manyoshu poets

Wakayama

Wakayama Marina City

JR Wakayama

14
Tainose

Kiwa

Kokawa-dera Temple

14
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"For ideal flavor, the blessing of abundant water is essential," say
those who put their shops and rice fields in places with abundant
pure water. Here are three impressive establishments living close
to water.

This is a recommended cycling
route indicated by a painted blue
line, full of variety, that stretches
from a resort island with a European
ambiance to a famous place written
about in a waka poem.

Recommended
route

JR Kokawa Sta.

e
JR Hanwa Lin

♪

Wakanoura to
Kino-kawa River
Cycling Road route

Fast riding on a flat stretch of road between mountain and river

Kino-kawa River Cycling Road

Scan for
a detailed map!

Get close
to water

Search

The sake here is brewed in a storehouse with thick earthen
walls that maintain a comfortable temperature year-round.
Underground water from the Kino-kawa River is used for brewing,
based on the idea that "exquisitely flavored water creates a
mild-flavored but crisp sake." In 2013 the brewery welcomed a female head brewer from
Noto, and it pursues the creation of an excellent sake, for drinking with meals, that has the
delicious flavor of rice from its own independent farms and exquisitely balanced acidity.

☎050-3820-8958
2927-220 Shirahama Town
9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
Closed on Wed.
Budget: American Wheat ¥400

Ozaki Shuzo

Taenaka Pile Fabrics

Situated in the UNESCO World Heritage site of the
Three Main Kumano Shrines, this is the southernmost
brewery in Honshu. The Kumano-gawa River runs
through the area directly to the north, making it an
excellent spot for brewing sake. The quality
underground water and north wind that blows
across the surface of the river are essential for
traditional sake brewing here.

In the pile-fabric production area that is Hashimoto City, where
there is a thriving dyeing industry that uses the abundant
underground water of the Kino-kawa River, Taenaka Pile
Fabrics carries out all the steps of production from dyeing to
processing including weaving. Among its products are sheets
used on Shinkansen and fabric for famous brands. "The soft,
high-quality water of the Kino-kawa River is indispensable to
our dyeing," says company president Taenaka.
☎0736-42-3170 (Reservations required
for tours.)
193 Koyaguchicho-mukojima, Hashimoto
City
8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Closed on Sat. & Sun. MAP→P32C-1

The brewing water is collected in Tonda
along the Takase-gawa River and the
Kumano region mountains. "Using this
water allows wort to be extracted easily and
the flavor of the finished product is pure,"
says brewery representative Kazuya
Manabe. He says high-quality water is
essential for craft beer, in which the unique
qualities of the individual brewery stand out.

Kino-kawa
River water

Kumano-gawa
River water

Pile fabric

Sake

☎0735-22-2105
3-2-3 Funamachi, Shingu City
8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Closed on Sun. & holidays
Budget: Special Junmai Dry
Taiheiyo ¥1,540 for 720 ml
MAP→P26B-2
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From a canoe, you can thoroughly
experience the transparent current of the
Koza-gawa River. Beginners can take a
canoeing workshop tour accompanied by an
instructor. Experienced canoeists can rent a
canoe for up to eight hours and swim, catch
river shrimp and freely play in the river.

A sea kayaker begins rowing from scenic Suhara
Coast on a calm inlet where islands are found. In
ocean so clear you can see the bottom of the sea if
you look, the kayaker times his strokes with the
motion of the waves and sometimes fights against
them. He becomes one with the water. Kayakers
can also pass through caves and go snorkeling.

Nanki Kushimoto Koza
Tourism Association
☎0735-72-0645 (Make reservations at least the day before.)
231-3 Nishimukai, Kushimoto Town (in JR Koza Station)
8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. (reception, by appointment only),
4:30 p.m. (return)
Open every day *Closed on Jan. 1
Budget: Canoe rentals start at ¥2,700
The canoeing workshop tour with instructor ¥6,200
Time required: Approx. 3.5 hours

Play in water
Floating on and diving in glistening, blue
ocean and perfectly clear rivers. Be at one
with water through aquatic activities.
Scan for
a detailed map!

River Adventure Club
The experience of putting on a wetsuit
and climbing up the middle of a waterfall
while being hit by sheets of spray and
sliding down natural slides is exhilarating.
You can dive in the basin under the
waterfall and otherwise experience highly
transparent Kitayama-gawa River
tributaries with your whole body. There
are courses suitable for children as well.

☎072-840-5644
(Suhara Seaside House/Make reservations at
least 2 days before)
966-1 Suhara, Yuasa Town
9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
Open every day (except for some irregular
closures from Nov. to Mar.)
Budget: ¥6,500 for Suhara Coast sea kayaking
half-day class
Time required: Approx. 3 hours

Enjoy the picturesque scenery of the ocean and
Hashigui-iwa Rock from a sea kayak. Fishing on the water
in a kayak may awaken your sense of adventure even
further. Row to the open sea, then float and fish for
smelt-whitings and other species, and experience the
unique thrill of being in a boat. You can cook your catch in
a hut on the beach and eat it right there.

Hashigui Beach House Lapin
☎090-3356-8305 (Make reservation by the day before)
1597 Kujinokawa, Kushimoto Town
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. (reception until 2:00 p.m.)
Open Mar. to Oct. only. Closed on Wed.
Budget: Kayak fishing ¥2,700
Time required: Approx. 3 hours

Even beginners can easily experience ayu
fishing in the clear water of the Hiki-gawa
River. You can borrow tackle necessary for
fishing and an experienced instructor will
teach you. Ayu that you catch can be taken
home. For an additional ¥800, you can
reserve a boxed lunch that can be enjoyed
while gazing at the river.

Hiki-gawa River
Fisheries Cooperative
☎0739-53-0023 (Make reservations at least 3 days
before)
13 Ago, Shirahama Town
8:00 a.m.-Noon (can be extended to 3:00 p.m.
after a lunch break on request)
Held Sat. or Sun. from July to Sep. (Ask for details.)
Budget: Adults ¥7,000, Children (18 years old and
younger) ¥4,000
Time required: Approx. 4-7 hours

Outdoor Club Iceman
☎080-2611-5873
(Make reservations at least 2 days before,
available to groups of three or more
people)
398 Takehara aza-kashihara, Kitayama
Village
9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m./Noon-4:30 p.m.
Open May to Sep. only.
Budget: ¥8,000 for canyoning
Time required: Approx. 4 hours

The setting is Hamanomiya Beach,
which is famous as a place for
windsurfing. Standup paddleboarding
(SUP) is a water sport in which you
paddle while standing on a board. It is
surprisingly stable and men, women,
boys and girls of all ages can partake.
Fully enjoy the feeling of freedom and
thrills.

KAZE
☎073-447-1545
(Make reservations at least 2 days before)
989 Kemi, Wakayama City
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. (Sat., Sun. & holidays:
-6:00 p.m.)
Closed on Wed.
Budget: ¥4,000 for a standup
paddleboarding introductory lesson
Time required: Approx. 2 hours
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Nanki Kumano is an area certified by the Japanese
Geoparks Network where visitors can see various terrain
and geological features. This is a snorkeling program for
enjoying underwater geographical features that show the
activity of the earth, as well as coral colonies and the
creatures that live in them. In addition to Shirahama,
Susami and Kushimoto also plan to offer such snorkeling.

NPO Nature-Experience-Study-SC
☎073-462-3977
(Make reservations at least 2 weeks before, available to
groups of three or more)
Shirahama Town
9:00 a.m.-Noon/1:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m.
The program is held from Apr. to Nov. only
Budget: ¥11,000 (Elementary school students and
inexperienced people are welcomed)
Time required: Approx. 3 hours

This is a facility on the beach in
Taiji Town, where the ancient
Japanese custom of whaling
originated. At this facility, you
can swim with dolphins. The
swimming with dolphins
package is the most popular.
You can hold onto a dolphin's
dorsal fin and swim, signal the
dolphin to jump or get a kiss on
the cheek. There is also a
dolphin feeding option for
children. The clever, adorable
dolphins will give you a feeling
of peace.

Dolphin Resort
☎0735-59-3952 (same-day reservations OK)
703-15 Moriura, Taiji Town
Begins every other hour from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Participants must gather 30 minutes in advance.
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (reception)
Holidays: None scheduled
Budget: Entrance fee ¥200 for adults (junior high
school age and older), ¥100 for children aged 4 to
elementary school age, free for children aged 3
and younger.
Dolphin feeding ¥1,000
Time required:
Swimming with dolphins:
approx. 45 minutes,
dolphin feeding: approx.
5 minutes

Snorkel in Shirahama and see
colorful fish. With shallow, clear
water and many coral reefs and
rock stretches, Ezura Beach is a
treasure trove of living things.
This package comes with wet
suit and snorkel rental and a
lecture by an instructor, whom
t h e g ro u p h a s t o i t s e l f , s o
beginners can feel at ease.

Shizen Yugaku Forest
☎0739-33-7386
(Make reservation by the day before)
2927-2222 Shirahama Town
10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
7:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. (reception)
Closed from Oct. to June
Budget: Snorkeling Starting at
¥5,500 per person (for groups of
four or more). *Groups of two or
more may register.
Time required: Approx. 3 hours
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Experience the profound world of crustaceans

Susami Crustacean Aquarium
Lobster is a local specialty of Susami. In that connection, this
aquarium houses 1,000 creatures, mainly crustaceans, consisting of
nearly 150 species from around the world. Because of the focus on
crustaceans, there are some rare species here. Aquarium-goers will
encounter a variety of crustaceans ranging from Japanese spider
crabs, which are said to be the largest living arthropods, to creatures
with mysterious modes of life.
☎0739-58-8007
808-1 Esumi, Susami Town
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. *Admission
until 30 minutes before closing
Open every day
Entrance fee: Adults ¥800,
Elementary and junior high school
students ¥500, 3 years old and
older ¥300, and free for 2 years
old and younger
MAP→P28B-2

SEE AQUATIC LIFE
The beautiful ocean and many clear streams flowing from large rivers to tributaries. A
diversity of creatures live in Wakayama, which is blessed with abundant water.
Encounters with various creatures and many discoveries — through watching, touching
and learning — await you at the unique aquariums and museums that dot Wakayama.

Nurture water
Experience nature and history on hiking routes
consisting of the magnificent mountain trails of
Wakayama, a place that generates abundant
water.

Scan for
a detailed map!

Scan for
a detailed map!

Stone paving and the stone walls of terraced rice fields
remain along the Samoto-gawa River, a tributary of the
Koza-gawa River. They are part of the ruins of Fukuiya
village. Is this place another Machu Picchu? The 15 stone
Buddhist images enduring quietly on the mountain's
surface are also worth seeing.

An educational aquarium
where the characteristics of living
creatures are easy to see

Kozakaido road, which is the shortest route
connecting Tanabe and Koza, flourished due to such
activities as forestry and charcoal making. In this
route you walk with a guide from Fukuiya, on the
second half of that route, to Kurozu. While enjoying
the scenery of the Koza-gawa River that flows
between the cliffs of volcanic rock mountains and
granite mountains, you will also encounter the way
of life and culture of what was once a village.

Shirahama Aquarium,
Kyoto University
At this aquarium, you can observe 500 species
of marine life from the Shirahama area. Being a
marine biological laboratory affiliated with
Kyoto University, it has display methods that
give visitors a good look at the mode of life of
each creature. Invertebrates represent about
half the animals, and because several types of
starfish and sea cucumbers are displayed in
the same tank, the characteristics of each can
be seen clearly.

Experience the charm of whales,
whose bodies and swimming
make an impression
The living creatures of nature-filled
Wakayama gathered under one roof

Wakayama
Prefectural Museum
of Natural History
At this museum, you can see and learn
from plants, animals and fossils related to
Wakayama Prefecture, centered on
creatures who live in the ocean, rivers and
other bodies of water. It displays the
diversity of the undersea world in an
understandable way, through a large tank
that re-creates the ocean of the Japan
Current where rays and other fish swim,
and sections specializing in creatures
from certain areas, locations and intertidal
zones. Personally experience the
abundant natural environment of
Wakayama Prefecture.
☎073-483-1777
370-1 Funoo, Kainan City
9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. *Last admission 30
minutes before closing
Closed on Mon. (If the day falls on a holiday,
the following day will be closed instead.)
Entrance fee: Adults ¥470, free admission for
persons of high school age and younger and of
age 65 and older
MAP→P32A-1
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Taiji Whale Museum
Taiji Town was a whaling town for 400 years.
Visitors to the museum can not only learn some
of the whale knowledge developed there, they
can also interact with whales through a whale
and dolphin show or by feeding them. Visitors
can experience up close the dynamic modes of
life of whales as large as 4 meters long, including
white bottlenose dolphins and other rare species.

☎0735-59-2400
2934-2 Taiji, Taiji Town
8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Open every day
Entrance fee: Adults ¥1,500,
Elementary and junior high school
students ¥800
MAP→P24A-2

A realistic re-creation of undersea Kushimoto,
where tropical fish swim

☎0739-42-3515
459 Shirahama Town
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. *Last admission 30 minutes
before closing
Open every day
Entrance fee: Adults ¥600, Elementary and junior
high school students ¥200, and free for younger
children and infants
MAP→P28C-1

□

Reservations

Kozagawa-cho
Tourism Association
☎0735-72-0376
(Make reservations at least a
w e e k b e f o re , a v a i l a b l e t o
groups of two or more. Call for
five or more.)
705-1 Ikenoyama, Kozagawa
Town
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Closed from July to Sep.
Budget: Please inquire for
details.
Time required: Approx. 3-4
hours

This is a program for climbing Mount Dake-no-Moriyama,
a bare rock peak with a splendid view on the opposite
shore from Ichimai-iwa Monolith (p. 6). While experiencing
walking through terrain of hills and valleys, you will head
for two summits — that of Mount Odake, which is
covered in Nametoko rock and laurel forest, and that of
Mount Medake, which has a rock that looks like the profile
of a giant.

Kushimoto Marine Park
This marine park has an aquarium and an underwater
observation tower, so visitors can enjoy the ocean off
Kushimoto in its entirety. The 400 species in the aquarium —
including coral and colorful fish — can be seen in the adjacent
waters. With the tropical environment created by the Japan
Current on the west side of Cape Shionomisaki and a
temperate zone environment on the east side of it, the
museum displays in an understandable way the ecosystem of
Kushimoto, which is inhabited by a great variety of creatures.
Events such as sea turtle touching are held from time to time.
☎0735-62-1122
1157 Arida, Kushimoto Town
9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. *Last admission 30 minutes before closing
Open every day
Entrance fee: Adults ¥1,800, Elementary and junior high
school students ¥800, 3 years old and older ¥200, and
free for 2 years old and younger
MAP→P24B-1

Kumano Kodo is a sacred road designated by
UNESCO as a World Heritage site. There are six
routes that go to the Kumano Sanzan. These
include Nakahechi, which connects the town
areas of Tanabe and Kumano Hongu Taisha
Grand Shrine. There are many atmospheric,
stone-paved paths remaining among rich-green
trees. Walking on them you may feel the
presence of past pilgrims.

□

Inquiries

Wakayama Tourism
Federation
☎073-422-4631
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50 min.
Kozagawa

Koyasan

Nachikatsuura

Wakayama

30 min.

40 min.
Kushimoto

Ryujin

A trip from sacred water places
to unexplored regions of nature
NACHIKATSUURA / KUSHIMOTO / KOZAGAWA

Hongu

Shirahama

Kozagawa
Nachikatsuura

Scan for
a detailed map!

EAT
BUY

Kushimoto

After playing to your heart's content
in the Koza-gawa River, head to a hot spring.

Nanki Tsukinose Onsen
Botansou Onsen-kan

KOZAGAWA

This hot-spring hotel on the banks of the Koza-gawa River
is popular as a place to drop in for a soak. The waters of
this alkaline, simple thermal hot spring will smooth your
skin and refresh your body when it's tired from playing in
the river. You will get a big feeling of openness while
bathing in the large communal bath and gazing at the
Japanese garden through the large glass window.

NACHIKATSUURA
Experience floating on the clear water in a canoe

The Kumano Kodo
with its atmospheric stone paving

Kozagawa Adventure Club
/ Koza-gawa River kayaking

Daimon-zaka Slope

The Koza-gawa River, on the southernmost end of
Honshu, flows with clear water. When you paddle in a
canoe in its pellucid waters and see the fish swimming
and the bottom of the river, you will feel like you were
floating in the air! Play in the river as much as you want.
You can even experience fishing for freshwater prawns.

This is a road of beautiful stone steps leading to
sacred places on Mount Nachisan. On Kumano
Kodo, there are vestiges of ancient times, including
Tafuke Oji, the last of the 99 subordinate Kumano
shrines, and Meotosugi, two 800-year-old Japanese
cedar trees.

☎0735-70-0772
881-1 Tsukinose, Kozagawa Town (pickup point:
Nanki Tsukinose Onsen Botansou)
8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
*Make reservations on the website (kozagawaadventure-club.com)
Budget: 3 hours course: Adults ¥6,600, Children
¥4,950
Time required: Approx. 3 hours
MAP→P24A-1

☎0735-72-0376
881-1 Tsukinose, Kozagawa Town
1:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. (New Year's period, Bon period, Golden
Week: -5:00 p.m.) *last admission times
Holidays: None scheduled
Bathing fee: Adults ¥700, Children ¥300
MAP→P24A-1

Nachisan, Nachikatsuura Town
MAP→P24A-2

cafe ama ai
A beautiful, sacred waterfall
with the greatest drop in Japan

Nachi Waterfall（ Hiro-jinja Shrine ）
This waterfall on the Nachi-gawa River has the
highest uninterrupted drop in Japan. It is the object of
worship of Hiro-jinja Shrine, a shrine associated with
Kumano Nachi Taisha Grand Shrine. One ton of water
falls per second from a height of 133 meters. The
spray feels good, and by following the water down
with your eyes you can see various forms such as
that of a dragon.
☎0735-55-0321
1 Nachisan, Nachikatsuura Town
7:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Free to visit（visiting the waterfall worshiping spot
¥300）
MAP→P24A-2

Go diving on a whim
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There is a contrast between the bumpy rocks
and the straight-flowing water

A huge rock that stands like a folding screen
along the Koza-gawa River

Urushigafuchi Pool

Takinohai Waterfall

Ichimai-iwa Monolith

The name comes from the anecdote that long ago, two
sons of a famous lacquerware craftsman fought about
lacquer that built up in the bottom of a deep pool.
Today local children play in the river in the area around
Mochizuki-iwa Rock, which towers over the pool.

There is a waterfall with a drop of 8 meters on Ko-gawa
River, a tributary streamlet of the Koza-gawa River.
Visitors are surprised by the appearance of the bedrock
covered in countless round holes. The sight of water
falling down between the oddly shaped river rocks,
sending up a white spray, is beautiful.

The rock, 100 meters tall and 500 meters wide, has
been designated by the Japanese government as a
natural monument. The sight of the enormous rock
soaring from the deep pool in the Koza-gawa River is
overwhelming and mysterious. Flowers bloom in the
area throughout tahe four seasons, so you can enjoy
different scenery at different times of year.

Tsukinose, Kozagawa Town
MAP→P24A-1

Kogawa, Kozagawa Town
MAP→P24A-1

☎ 0735-62-6091 (Make reservation by the day before)
1157 Arida, Kushimoto Town
Apr.-Sep.: 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. (4 times a day)
Oct.-Mar.: 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. (3 times a day)
Open every day
Budget: Diving experience ¥15,000（Junior high
school age and older）
Time required: Approx. 2 hours
*The explanation will be given in Japanese only. You
must be accompanied by someone who speaks
Japanese. MAP→P24B-1

Aise, Kozagawa Town
MAP→P24A-1

EAT
BUY

This cafe was opened as "a place for
people to eat locally produced foods."
Its set meals, sweets and breads made
using vegetables and fruits grown
mostly in the owner's garden and
nearby farms are all made by hand. It
offers a selection of soft drinks made
using locally grown yuzu, ginger and
other ingredients that are special
products of the area. The cafe also has
a shop selling agricultural products.

Roadside Station
Takinohaitaro
43
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☎0735-67-7240
275-1 Furuta, Kushimoto Town
11:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. (Lunch: -1:30 p.m. *last order times)
Open only on Tue., Thu. & Sat., with some special closures.
Budget: Strawberry tart ¥400, cream soda ¥450 MAP→P24A-1

Marushosu Jozomoto
（P13）
Amagoi Falls
（P11）
Nachikatsuura Interchange

;HRPUVOHP>H[LYMHSS（P10・24）

Turkish
Museum
（P27）

isei Main Line
JR K

This is a well-known diving spot in
Kushimoto. You can sign up with just
a bathing suit and towel and dive in
the beautiful sea with coral. You will
never forget your encounter with the
more than 100 kinds of colorful fish
that live in the coral reef.

☎0735-52-0181
5-2-10 Tsukiji, Nachikatsuura Town
11:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m., 7:00 p.m.-9:30 p.m. *last order
times
Closed on Wed. & 1st Thu.
Budget: Minced tuna cutlet and tomato tartar sauce
¥900 MAP→P24B-2

A deep pool that is the setting
of a regional folktale

Farmer’s Cafe
Tsukuru

KUSHIMOTO

Kushimoto Diving Park
/ Diving workshop

This is a quiet, comfortable
cafe run by an owner who
m o v e d t o To k y o b u t l a t e r
returned. Lunch is available
until 6 p.m. The offerings
include seafood from
Katsuura, including minced
tuna cutlets and tuna over
rice. The homemade tarts of
local fruit also are recommended.
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Katsuura
Elementary School

Kii-Katsuura
Sta.

Daisan Bank

JHMLHTHHP

B

（P23）

Hotel Urashima
Resort & Spaʼs
Cavernous Bath&
Boki-do Cave（P14）
Hokoura

Katsuura Bay

2
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Koyasan
Wakayama

Ryujin

Hongu
Kitayama

Shingu
Shirahama
Nachikatsuura

Eat, have a good time
and enjoy soaking in a hot spring
Experience the blessings of water
with your whole body

Kushimoto

Shingu

1 hr.

40 min.

SHINGU / HONGU /
Hongu

2 hr.

K I TAYA M A / R Y U J I N
1 hr. 30 min.

45 min.
Kitayama

Scan for
a detailed map!

Ryujin

HONGU

2 hr.

SHINGU

K I TAYA M A

Going down the swift current
in a raft is a stirring, unique experience

Water pride!
The restaurant owner, who is
also an expert ayu fisherman,
went all around the Kansai
region and selected the
Takada-gawa River as having
the clearest stream. This is
the river where many ayu
return to spawn and fireflies
fly over in summer.

Okutakadagawa
☎0735-29-0358
5 8 0 Ta k a t a ,
Shingu City
11:00 a.m.-3:30
p.m.
Open every day
Budget: Wild ayu
grilled with salt
within ¥300
MAP→P26B-1

This is a re-creation for tourists of ikadanagashi, the former
practice of carrying down the river lumber cut down in the
mountains by riding on it as a raft. In this experience, you can
enjoy the gentle current and scenery of the Kitayama-gawa
River on a raft captained by a skilled pilot while occasionally
getting the thrill of passing through rapids.

Kawayu Onsen Sennin-buro
This is a giant, open-air bath
that appears in the Oto-gawa
River from December to February.
The high- temperature spring
waters that gush out constantly
from the riverbed mix with the
Oto-gawa River, a tributary of
the Kumano-gawa River, to
become a hot spring. Such
open-air baths of rustic beauty
made by damming up a river
are a rarity in Japan. Bathing
suits are allowed.

☎ Te l e p h o n e n o t
available
Hongucho-kawayu,
Tanabe City
6:30 a.m.-10:00 p.m.
(Open from Dec. to
Feb.)
Open every day
during the period
Bathing fee: Free
admission
MAP→P26A-2

RYUJIN
An old ryokan that is a registered
cultural property of Japan

Kamigoten
Tokugawa Yorinobu, shogun of the Kishu Domain (what
is today Wakayama and southern Mie prefectures),
used this ryokan as a villa in the Edo period. It has a
yellowwood indoor bath and an open-air bath (available
only to individual groups by reservation) that looks
down on the Hidaka-gawa River. In them visitors can
enjoy the ryokan's gentle hot spring water.

☎0739-79-0005
42 Ryujinmura-ryujin, Tanabe City
*Only available for use by overnight guests
MAP→P26A-1

☎0735-49-2324 (Kitayama Tourism Center. Reservations
required. Available for one person or more)
335 Shimooi, Kitayama Village
10:40 a.m./1:00 p.m.
Operation: May 3 to the end of June: Sat., Sun. & holidays,
July-Sep.: every day except Thu.
Budget: Adults ¥6,600 (Aug.: ¥7,000), Elementary school
students (age 10 and older) ¥3,300
Time required: Approx. 70 minutes
MAP→P26C-2
Kaise-jinja Shrine

EAT
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2HTPNV[LU（P14・26）

A temple associated
with the opening of Ryujin Onsen

Kumano Kodo
with its ocean view

Ojigahama
Beach
(Koya-zaka Slope)

Ryujin
Elementary School

25

Yunomine Onsen Tsuboyu
What is said to be Japan's oldest hot spring, discovered
1,800 years ago, Yunomine Onsen's Tsuboyu was a
place to bathe and purify oneself while on a pilgrimage
to Kumano, so it was registered as World Heritage.
High-temperature sulfur spring water gushes up in this
small, natural bathtub made of stone that holds only
two or three people. The water changes color up to
seven times per day depending on the day. There is a
30 minute time limit on bathing in the tsuboyu.
☎0735-42-0074
110 Hongucho-yunomine, Tanabe City (Yunomine
Onsen Public Bath)
6:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. *last admission time *Reservations
are not accepted. *Closed when the river rises.
Open every day
Bathing fee: Adults ¥780, Children ¥470 (While the public
bath is being repaired, adults ¥400 and children ¥200.)
MAP→P26A-2

☎0739-78-2222 (Ryujin Tourism Association)
Ryujinmura-ryujin, Tanabe City
Free to visit
MAP→P26A-1

During the Konin era, this temple got its start when
Kobo Daishi named it Ryujin Onsen because of a
divine message from Nanda Ryuo, and enshrined a
statue of Bhaisajyaguru (the Buddha of healing and
medicine) there. Later, in the second year of the Houei
era, the priest Myoan rebuilt Ryuo-sha Yakushido and
renamed this place Onsen-ji Temple.

371

@\UVTPUL6UZLU
;Z\IV@\（P25）

6UZLUQP;LTWSL

（P26）
371

Wataze
Tunnel

Kumano-gawa River
Kumano Hayatama Taisha
Grand Shrine
（P16)

Meijuan
Meijuan was opened by a chef who had been working in a
French restaurant in Yokohama. He fell in love at first sight
with the abundant nature of Ryujin. The lunch item croque
monsieur with pork broiled over binchotan charcoal has a
full-bodied flavor. The homemade Nanko-ume apricot
dressing is popular as a gift for back home.
☎0739-78-2056
281-1 Ryujinmura-nishi, Tanabe City
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Only open on Sat., Sun. & holidays
f ro m A p r. t o O c t . ( o n l y o p e n b y
reservation in the winter)
Budget: Lunch set ¥1,300
MAP→P26A-1

Kuwanoki
Falls
（P11）

168

Onsen Tunnel
241

2H^H`\6UZLU
:LUUPUI\YV（P13・25）

Mt. Kasatoyama

230
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311
Kushizakitaishi
Temple
Kumanose Onsen
Campground

735

4LPQ\HU（P26）

wa
-ga
ada
Tak er
Riv

Koya-zaka Slope on
Kumano Kodo is a
walking road on hilly
land with an elevation
of 100 meters that
overlooks the Mitarai
Coast on the southern
tip of Ojigahama
Beach. One of the few
ro a d s i n N a k a h e c h i
from which the ocean
can be seen, it affords
a view of such pleasant
sights as white-crested
waves breaking on the
coast and boats sailing
out into the sea of
Kumano.

This hot spring, known as the oldest
in Japan, is a UNESCO World Heritage site

Oyunohara（P15）
Yunomine
Post Oﬃce

Ryujin Onsen Moto-Yu（P14）

Onsen-ji Temple

Miwasaki, Shingu City MAP→P26B-2

Kumano Hongu Taisha
Grand Shrine
（P15）

Roadside Station Ryujin

Kumano-gawa
Rive
r

The owner, who moved here to fish for
ayu, offers ayu he rose at 4 a.m. to
catch in the Takada-gawa River as
tempura or grilled with salt. The color
and gloss of the wild ayu who have
returned from the ocean are
exceptional, they have no fishy smell
and their flesh is tender. Wild eel may
also be available, if you're lucky. Also
try the fragrant, freshly made Juwari
soba buckwheat noodles.

Kitayama-gawa River sightseeing
and whitewater rafting

The river itself is a hot spring where bathers
feel an exquisite sense of openness!

Ozaki Shuzo
（P18)

Nakakoriten
（P18)

45

Udono
Sta.

Shingu Sta.

168

JR Kisei Main Line

42

6R\[HRHKHNH^H（P25）
Shingu-minami Interchange

Takamori

Nachikatsuura-Shingu Road

B

6QPNHOHTH)LHJO
2V`HaHRH:SVWL

（P25）

Sea of Kumano

Miwasaki Sta.
Nanairo
Dam

Roadside Station Okutoro

2P[H`HTHNH^H9P]LYZPNO[ZLLPUN
HUK^OP[L^H[LYYHM[PUN（P26）
169

Ikazuchi Falls

Kitayama
Village
40
Oﬃce

C

Kitayama-gawa
River

;OL+VYVR`V
.VYNL（P9）

Kitayama-kyo Gorge

1
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Go for the sea and the rivers!
Bathe in a hot spring with a superb view
after all your fun activities

Koyasan
Wakayama

Ryujin
Hongu

Shirahama
Hikigawa

Nachikatsuura

Shirahama

35 min.

Susami

1 hr. 15 min.
40 min. 30 min.

Susami
Kushimoto

Hikigawa

HIKIGAWA / SHIRAHAMA /
KUSHIMOTO / SUSAMI

50 min.

Scan for
a detailed map!

Kushimoto

1 hr. 10 min.

HIKIGAWA

Discover a large bear that lives on the Shiga Coast?

Water pride!

A well-known hot spring
whose exceptional syrupy water
will surprise you

Ebine Onsen
This is a free-flowing hot
spring that sprang up in
1934. The large public
bath, made by hand by
a previous proprietor,
a ff o rd s a n u n b ro k e n
view of the Hiki-gawa
River flowing right next
to it. The spring water is
also good for drinking
and many visitors from
outside the prefecture
can be seen buying it.

The alkaline, simple sulfur
spring water has a high
pH of 9.9. and a syrupy
feel on the skin. The
spring water is also
available for sale, at
11yen per liter.

☎0739-53-0366
504 Mukaidaira,
Shirahama Town
10:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
(Spring water sold
from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.)
Closed from Dec. 31
to Jan. 3
Bathing fee:
Adults ¥650,
Children (infants and
older) ¥400
MAP→P28B-2

Hiki, Shirahama Town
MAP→P28C-2

A calm river perfect for your first time canoeing

Hikigawa Canoe Club
The beautiful, emerald green Hiki-gawa River has a gentle
flow that allows even a beginner to experience going down
stream in a canoe. If you paddle your canoe along with the
gently meandering shape of the river, you can enjoy
magnificent scenery enveloped by mountains.
☎090-4092-0305（Make reservations by the day before)
27 Hisagi, Shirahama Town
(within the grounds of the Mukaidaira Camping Village)
9:30 a.m.-/1:30 p.m.Closed from Dec. to mid-Apr.
Budget: Adults ¥5,500,
Children ¥4,500
Time required:
Approx. 3 hours
MAP→P28B-2

SUSAMI

Susami Underwater Mailbox

The world’s only aquarium specializing
in crustaceans!

Susami Crustacean Aquarium
This aquarium is home to 1,000 creatures from
nearly 150 species mainly consisting of crustaceans
from around the world. The touch tank is packed
with critters such as shrimp and crabs, and visitors
can also look forward to seeing sea turtles and
penguins at the aquarium.

This is a postal collection box set up at a
beach diving spot. The items placed in the
box are collected by divers every day and
then sent on from Susami Post Office. It is
recognized by Guinness World Records as the
mailbox in the deepest location in the world.

O p e n e d i n J R M i ro z u
Station in September 2018.
This is a cafe where you
can enjoy a relaxing time
while looking at the
beautiful sea of Susami
from the window, as the
name suggests. They have
various drinks like coffee
and snacks like pancakes
and corndogs. Also,you
should not miss various
handmade goods sold in
the shop.

☎0739-55-4511(Club Noah Susami)
4857-74 Susami, Susami Town
MAP→P28A-1

Walk next to a great variety of waterfalls

Rivage Spa Hikigawa

Hirose-keikoku Valley

☎0739-52-2370
1013-25 Hiki, Shirahama Town
2:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. (last admission
time: 7:30 p.m.), Sat., Sun. & holidays:
11:00 a.m.Holidays: None scheduled
Bathing fee: Adults ¥680, Elementary
school students ¥300, Infants ¥100
MAP→P28C-2

This pudding made from
pasteurized milk and eggs from
free-range chickens from a farm
on the bank of the Nakano-gawa
River tributary of Samoto-gawa
River has the simple, strong
flavor of eggs. This pudding has
two different kinds of caramel,
one poured on top and one
beneath the pudding.

You can see the bottom of the river through the
clear water of this tributary of the Susami-gawa
River. When you walk on the 600 meter promenade
along the valley, you can see 10 waterfalls large
and small and in the very upper reaches is the
Koto Falls, which has a drop of 20 meters and is
considered one of the eight great views of Susami.

Sold mainly in the city of Tanabe,
in such stores as the Yottette Inari
Honkan store and Kisaikan. *Not
sold at the farm.
Inquiries ☎0739-57-0091
Budget: Custard pudding ¥350

Susami, Susami Town
MAP→P28A-1

37

Hiki-gawa River

Hirose-keikoku
Valley（P28）

Kii-Hiki Sta.

SHIRAHAMA

KUSHIMOTO

EAT
BUY

A museum that faithfully tells the story of
a shipwreck that was made into a movie

Hikigawa Interchange

Koto Falls
Susami-gawa
River

42

Turkish Museum
This museum displays items from the shipwreck
of the Turkish frigate Ertuğrul and photos from that
time. It also touches on stories of friendship
between those on the frigate and residents of
Kushimotocho who risked their lives to save them.

An open-air bath where you can smell the sea breeze

Saki-no-Yu Onsen
This is an open-air bath said to
have been in operation since the
8th century CE. The fragrance of
the ocean and the great panorama
of the Pacific Ocean right in front
of you will give you the feeling you
are soaking in the sea.
☎0739-42-3016
1668 Shirahama Town
8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. (Apr.-June & Sep.: -5:30 p.m., July & Aug.:
7:00 a.m.-6:30 p.m.) *last admission times
Open every day (It may close due to maintenance)
Bathing fee: ¥500 (free for 2 years old and younger)
MAP→P28C-1

The gentle contrast between white sand and the sea

Shirarahama Beach
Here you will find 620 meters of
rustling, white sand beach set against
clear, blue ocean. As one of the
leading swimming areas in the Kansai
area, Shirarahama Beach is crowded
with swimmers in the summer.
Shirahama Town MAP→P28C-1

27

Have an adventure on
an unpopulated island
you can easily visit by boat!

ACN Nanki Kushimoto Resort Oshima
/ Exciting Cruise to Explore
an Unpopulated Island
This is a chartered boat tour that goes to the unpopulated
island of Kuroshima about 1 km offshore Koza Port. The
caves on the island are left in their natural states and
really make an impression. Participants can take part in a
fire making workshop, snorkeling and, if weather permits,
a cruise around the vicinity of the island.
☎080-5319-4356
1562 Kujinokawa, Kushimoto Town
8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. in July & Aug.*Times are subject to
change with the ebb and flow of the tides.
Closed from Sep. to Apr.
Budget: Adults ¥13,000, 3 years old to elementary school
age ¥9,500, 2 years old and younger ¥2,000, pets ¥2,000
Time required: Approx. 5 hours
MAP→P28B-1

☎0735-65-0628
1025-26 Kashino,
Kushimoto Town
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Open every day
Entrance fee: ¥500
MAP→P28B-2

A white-walled lighthouse that
looks down on the ocean from a cliff

Kashinozaki Lighthouse
This is Japan's oldest stone lighthouse, located
on the eastern tip of Kii Oshima Island. It is still
in active use to watch over maritime safety.
When you ascend the spiral staircase, you can
see a dynamic, unbroken view of the Pacific
Ocean, including cliffs and reefs.
Kashino, Kushimoto Town
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
*Visitors may not enter the lighthouse.
Open every day
MAP→P28B-2

☎090-5244-6302
35-4 Mirozu, Susami Town
(Mirozu Station)
9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Closed on Mon. & Tue.
Budget: Pancakes ¥400
MAP→P28B-2

Nakanokawa Noen Purin-bu

Skin-beautifying water that is
among the best in Kansai

The hot water piped in from a natural
spring gushing from deep
underground below the Shihara Coast
in Hikigawa feels enjoyably slippery on
the skin. With a pH of 10.1, it is among
the best spring water in the Kansai
region. There is a magnificent view of
the Pacific Ocean from the large,
communal bath.

EAT
BUY

Nonbiriya

☎0739-58-8007
808-1 Esumi, Susami Town
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. *Admission until 30 minutes before
closing
Open every day
Entrance fee: Adults ¥800, Elementary and junior high
school students ¥500, 3 years old and older ¥300,
and free for 2 years old and younger
MAP→P28B-2

Bear's Rock
This is a rock resembling a small
island on the sandy shore in
front of Rivage Spa Hikigawa.
With ears made of trees and
gently sloping island contours
making up the forehead and
n o s e , t h i s p ro f i l e o f a b e a r
staring silently into the sea has
become a popular attraction for
snapping a photo.

The only mailbox in the world
standing on the ocean floor

38
Susami Interchange

A group of oddly shaped rocks
that tower above
the clear, blue waters

Kujinokawa, Kushimoto Town
MAP→P28B-1

Mirozu
Sta.

Susami-minami Interchange

Many people go out of their way to visit this
bakery & cafe to get breads made using
Japanese wheat, homemade yeast species and
the delicious water of Kushimoto. They highlight
the flavor of hard-wheat flour and use different
types of dough to accentuate the flavors of other
ingredients in breads containing local fruits and
vegetables. The pizza at the cafe is popular.
☎0735-65-0065
1158 Oshima, Kushimoto Town
9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. (Cafe: 10:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
*last order time)
Closed on Mon. & Tue. (Open if the day falls on a
holiday.)
Budget: nagi baguette for ¥291, chorizo and
seasonal vegetable focaccia for ¥356
MAP→P28B-1

Wabuka
Sta.

Esumi Sta.

Kuroshima Island

371

Nagi/Cafe yuyano

39

Nonbiriya（P28）

JR Kisei Main Line

Susami Crustacean Aquarium（P21・P28）
JR Kisei

A

36

225

Roadside Station
Inobootan Land Susami

Hashigui-iwa Rock
This group of 40-some oddly shaped rocks
standing in a 850 meter row is a Japanese
national monument. They achieved their
current shape when the rocks were worn
away by the erosion of the sea, leaving only
their hardest parts in place.

Shizuku Falls
（P7）
Samoto-keikoku Valley（P6）

Kisei Expressway

Susami Sta.

Susami Underwater
Mailbox（P28）

38

36

Kii-Hime Sta. ACN Nanki and Taijima Island

Main
Line

42

Kushimoto Resort Oshima（P27）
Roadside Station Kushimoto Hashiguiiwa

Hashigui-iwa Kashinozaki
Rock（P9・28） Lighthouse（P27）

Kushimoto
Sta.

Kushimoto
Diving Park
（P23）

40

Kushimoto-ohashi Bridge
41

Nagi / cafe yuyano（P28）

Hiki-gawa River
Shirahama Beach
Golf Club

Sanbashi

34
31

Toretore Market

Oura
31

34

Mimai Junior High School

Shirahama Aquarium, Kyoto University
（P17）

Shirarahama
Beach（P27）
Senjojiki
Rock Plateau

37

Kisei Expressway

Shionomisaki
Lighthouse

Muro-no-Yu Onsen（P14）

33 JR Kisei Main Line

Saki-no-Yu Onsen（P14・27）
Nanki Shirahama Aiｒport

1

B

Ebine Onsen（P27）
Turkish
Museum（P27）

Kushimoto Marine Park
（P21）

Engetsuto
Island
（P6）

Hikigawa Canoe Club

（P27）

Shirahama Sta.

Nanki Shirahama
ADVENTURE WORLD

Roadside Station
Shihara Kaigan
Hikigawa
Interchange

42

JR Kisei Main Line

Kii-Hiki Sta.

C
Hiki-ohashi Bridge

Bear's Rock（P27）
Rivage Spa Hikigawa

（P27）
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Koyasan
Wakayama

Kainan/Kimino

Ryujin
Hongu

Shirahama
Nachikatsuura

Sacred land high above the world
and wonderful shops
and eateries amid greenery
Koyasan

Kiminoka

1 hr. 20 min.

This is a bakery run in an old private
home in the mountain recesses by a
proprietor who was attracted by the
environment of high-quality natural water.
The natural bread, made with Japanese
wheat flour and homemade natural yeast
and then baked in a masonry oven, has
the powerful flavor that comes from
baking in a wood-fired oven. It is also
possible to dine in.

KAINAN・KIMINO

A city with a lively fishing harbor

Genki Osaki-kan
Kazamachi
/ Saturday morning market
Local marine products and vegetables are
s o l d e v e r y S a t u rd a y d i re c t l y t o
market-goers at this renovated fishery
cooperative's warehouse that looks out
on Osaki Bay. There are also plenty of
side dishes made with local ingredients
available. A cafe operates Wednesday
through Sunday (1-5 p.m.).

Famous products of Koyasan
made with water that wells up on sacred land

Hamadaya
This shop established more than 100 years ago specializes in
gomadofu (smashed sesame seeds and arrowroot flour
boiled then chilled to have the consistency of tofu). The
gomadofu is made with an emphasis on freshness, using the
running water of Koyasan. With rich sesame flavor and a
puddinglike texture, it is exquisite. We recommend sprinkling
wasanbon sugar on it and eating it like a dessert.

☎073-494-6233
833-5 Shimotsucho-osaki, Kainan City
10:00 a.m.- (Closes when sold out)
Open only on Sat.
MAP→P30B-1

☎0736-56-2343
444 Koyasan, Koya Town
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. (Sales stop when inventory runs out.)
Holidays: None scheduled
Budget: Gomadofu (square shape) ¥1,600 for 4 cakes
MAP→P30A-1

Drink the sacred water
and get better at various arts

This river has such clean water that
it is famous as a place to watch
fireflies. You can encounter the
grandeur of nature here, whether in
Kamataki's potholes — large and
small holes in the rock of the
riverbed — or in the 30 meter drop
of Fudo Waterfall, which is on a
tributary that flows in Ui-Tani Valley.
Kimino Town - Kinokawa City - Katsuragi
Town
MAP→P30B-2

Kura to Kuri
This shared space is in a restored rice
storehouse that was built more than 100
years ago. Owner "Kishu Maruichi Noen"
f a r m s e l l s a g r i c u l t u r a l p ro d u c t s a n d
processed foods such as chestnuts and
apricots, and the restaurant "Mominoki
Shokudo" serves dishes and desserts made
using only vegetable ingredients, mainly
from the Kihoku region, as well as drinks.

Dooshel
This is a popular bakery opened locally
about 20 years ago by the proprietor.
The breads are made using Japanese
wheat. Varieties include home-grown
fruit and foods from Kimino including
chestnuts from Kishu Maruichi Noen. All
the breads are made with plenty of
ingredients and have a simple, mild
flavor.

Nate Shuzoten
This is an old sake brewery, established 150 years
ago, that specializes in umakuchi sake made
without added alcohol or sugar that was
fermented powerfully using somewhat hard water.
Demand is growing overseas as well for this sake
made with an emphasis on contract farming and
attention to the individuality of the area and
storehouses.

☎073-489-5324
417-3 Kamataki, Kimino Town
11:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. (Weekends: 10:00
a.m.-5:00 p.m.) *The last order is taken 30
minutes before the cafe closes. Closed
on Mon. through Wed.
Budget: Sandwiches ¥700
MAP→P30B-2

☎073-482-1199
933 Kuroe, Kainan City
Free to visit
MAP→P30A-2

This is a glamping spot surrounded
by the clear waters of the Kishi-gawa
River and abundant greenery. Get
your fill of the nature of Kimino through
river recreation, preparation-free
barbecues and staring up at the
vast starry sky. The cottages on the
site are available both to day
trippers and people spending
the night.

☎073-499-0613
(Reservations required)
705 Hasemiya, Kimino Town
Day-trip barbecue use is allowed 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
Holidays: None scheduled
Budget: For barbecues, adults ¥1,000, elementary school
students ¥450 and children aged 2-5 ¥350. (When the pool can
be used, adults ¥1,300, elementary school students ¥750 and
children aged 2-5 ¥550.) *Children aged under 2 are free for
both.
MAP→P30B-2

Try a traditional craft at a lacquerware village

A

5H[L:O\aV[LU

Koyasan
Junior High School
Koyasan
High School

Nyonin-do Hall

Dai-mon
Gate

/HTHKH`H（P29）

Koyasan
University

☎073-482-0322
(Reservations required)
*Groups should make reservations 3 weeks
in advance, individuals one week in advance.
222 Funo, Kainan City
Available to individuals on Sat. and Sun.
1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. For groups of 10 or
more, every day 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Budget: Starting at ¥1,500 for a round tray
MAP→P30A-2
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Wakayama-minami Smart Interchange

Kimiidera Sta.
Wakanoura Bay
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Kishi Sta.
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Kainan Interchange

Shimotsu Sta.
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42
Kainan Police
Station

370
Kainan-higashi Interchange
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Funo-higashi

Wakayama
Electric Railway
Kishigawa Line 424

Nankai Main Line

JR Kisei
Main Line
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9

42
371

Kongobu-ji
Head Temple
（P15）

480

（P30）

Gobyo
Okuno-in
（P31）

Wakayamashi Sta. Wakayama Sta.

Uruwashikan (Kishu Shikki Dento Sangyo Kaikan)
/ Lacquerware and maki-e (gold lacquer) workshop
This is a program in which you can learn the
fundamentals of traditional maki-e (gold lacquer).
You can choose the color and pattern you like, and
then apply Cashew brand chemical lacquer
substitute to a tray, finish by sprinkling the gold
powder on,
and take the
finished
product home
yourself the
same day.

Koyasan Cable Car Line

Koyasan Sta.

ne
Main Li
ei
Kis
JR
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Makuni-gawa River

☎073-482-1115
846 Kuroe,
Kainan City
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Closed from Dec. 31
to Jan. 3
Budget: Sake
tasting starts at
¥100 for 60 ㎖
MAP→P30A-2

☎073-499-5580
685-4 Nishino, Kimino Town
11:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. (Sat., Sun.
& holidays: 11:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.)
Closed on Tue., Wed. & 3rd Mon.
Budget :Lunch ¥2,000, c o ff e e
starting at ¥400
MAP→P30B-2

Koya-Ryujin
Skyline Road

☎0736-56-2011 (Kongobu-ji Head
Temple) 152 Koyasan, Koya Town
8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Free to visit (Kondo Hall & Konpon Daito Pagoda ¥500)
MAP→P30A-1

A river of pure,
powerfully flowing water

☎073-495-3018
372 Miroku, Kimino Town
11:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. (Sat., Sun. &
holidays: 11:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.)
Closed on Tue., Wed. & 3rd Mon.
Budget: Custard filled brioche ¥200, salted butter bread ¥160, seasonal
melange starting at ¥200
MAP→P30B-2

☎073-495-2803 (Reservations required)
759-3 Miogawa, Kimino Town
11:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m., 6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.
Closed on Mon. (If the day falls on a holiday, the
following day will be closed instead.)
Budget: French cuisine and pasta lunch course
¥3,500
MAP→P30B-2

Hanwa
Expressway

This is a Shingon Esoteric
Buddhism training hall that was
the first created by Kobo Daishi. It
consists of 19 temple buildings
with different functions, including
the Konpon Daito (large pagoda)
that symbolizes Koyasan and the
Kondo main hall. You can watch
the Garan Junpai, in which priests
go around to the various buildings
while reciting sutras.

This is the water used in Nate Shuzoten’ s choice sake
Kuroushi featured on the left page. It is named for the
place name Kuroushigata that was used around the 8th
century CE. The water wells up on the grounds of the
Nakagoto-jinja Shrine and provides the benefit of
improving abilities in many arts such as the tea ceremony
and calligraphy. You can scoop up and drink the water
whenever you like between 7 a.m. and 5 p.m.

Water pride!
Subterranean river water
with plenty of mountain
minerals is drawn from a
nearby valley. The water
contains plenty of air for a
gentle taste, so the bread
dough ferments well.

☎073-495-2910
785-3 Miogawa, Kimino Town
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Closed on Mon. (If the day falls on a
holiday, the following day will be closed
instead.)
Budget: Gelato
(single) ¥440
MAP→P30B-2

Tamayura-no-Sato

(black cow's water)

Danjo Garan Sacred Temple Complex

Chez Minami is a restaurant surrounded by greenery.
It serves only a pre-fixed course, and uses
vegetables from neighborhood farms and a farm in
Kinokawa called Miyakusu Noen. The chef, who
studied cooking in France, offers French and Italian
dishes, including pizza cooked in a masonry oven.

Fully enjoy the mountains,
river and starry sky

Nakagoto-jinja Shrine
/ Kuroushi no Mizu

A sacred place for which Koyasan is famous

Chez Minami
Gakujin natural bread

Kushimoto

KOYASAN

This is a shop specializing in gelato
made by a farmer that is surrounded by
forest and farm fields. There is a great
variety of gelato types that change with
the season. They are made with fruits
such as apricot and peach as well as
locally harvested vegetables. All of
them have a rich flavor that
incorporates the taste of the fruits and
vegetables they are made with.

Scan for
a detailed map!

KOYASAN / KAINAN / KIMINO

Kainan/Kimino

EAT
BUY
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Wakayama

Naga

Koyasan

1 hr. 10 min.
Arida

Wakayama

Arida

Koyasan

1 hr. 15 min.

2 hr.
Hidaka

Ryujin
Hongu

Hidaka

Head for the ocean downstream of
the Arida-gawa River, which flows
from the sacred ground of Koyasan

This is the central place of religious belief in
Kobo Daishi, where it is said that he continues to
meditate today. Stone pagodas commemorating
daimyos from Japan's Sengoku (warring states)
period line the 2 km road approaching Kobo
Daishi Gobyo Mausoleum.
☎0736-56-2011(Kongobu-ji Head Temple)
550 Koyasan, Koya Town
Gokusho Hall 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. (May-Oct.), 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. (Nov.-Apr.)
/ Torodo Hall 6:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. (all year round) * Open from 12:00 a.m. to
about 2:00 a.m. on Jan. 1 and 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. on Aug. 13
Free to visit
MAP→P31A-3

This is a limestone cave formed more than 250 million years
ago. You can see rare stalactites such as a “spiked ceiling”
covered in stalactites, and you will crouch and sidestep to
pass through this cave. It is small but gives you a great sense
of exploration.
☎0738-66-0406
646 Totsui, Yura Town
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Open only on Sat., Sun. & holidays
*Mar. 25-Apr. 7, July 21-Aug. 31, Dec. 25-29,
Jan. 3-6: Open on weekday, too.
Entrance fee: Adults ¥400, Children ¥200 (New admission from April 2022.)
MAP→P31A-2

A delicate flavor made with pure water

Try longtooth grouper,
a high-end fish and a specialty product

Buddhist Cuisine
In Buddhist cuisine, which uses no meat or fish, sacred water that
wells up on the sacred land of Koyasan is used. It can be eaten in
the various pilgrims' lodging on Koyasan. (Reservations required.
The food pictured is from Fukuchi-in temple, with lodging and a
hot spring in Koyasan.)

Longtooth Grouper Cuisine
In Buddhist cuisine, which uses no meat or fish, sacred water that wells
up on the sacred land of Koyasan is used. It can be eaten in the various
pilgrims' lodging on Koyasan.

The precious experience of seeing a superb view up close

This old shop established more than 150 years
ago puts whitebait unloaded from fishing boats
at Yuasa Harbor right in the pot. If the fry are
hook-shaped when removed from the pot, it is a
sign of freshness and exceptional sweetness.
The sun-dried sardine fry are popular.
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Nyonin-do Hall
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Kongobu-ji
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Koyasan
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University
Complex（P29）

3

6R\UVPU

（P31）

371

Hamadaya
（P29）

371
371

Scan for
a detailed map!
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Tama Cafe
This is a cafe in Kishi Station where the calico-cat
stationmaster Nitama works. In addition to
cat-themed drinks and gelato, it has cat stationmaster
merchandise that makes a perfect souvenir.
☎Telephone not available
Kishigawacho-kodo, Kinokawa City (in the Kishi Sta.)
10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Open every day (except for irregular closures for
maintenance) Budget: Tama's Coffee Float ¥600
MAP→P32B-1

Water beloved since ancient times

Kimii-dera Temple
/ Sanseisui water
This is the second amulet-issuing temple among the
33 temples in the Kansai area of the Saigoku
Kannon Pilgrimage. The name of this temple
originates in famous water that wells up halfway up a
sacred mountain. Below the Seijosui water that
cleanses a person of his crimes, a "Zange to
Shofuku no Mizuba (Penitence and Good Luck
Watering Hole)" has been newly created. Also
available are Yoryusui, which heals sickness, and
Kisshosui, which brings happiness.
☎073-444-1002
1201 Kimiidera, Wakayama City
8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Entrance fee: Adults ¥200, Children & 70 years old and
older ¥100 (Admission to be changed from April 2022.)
MAP→P32A-1

An unpopulated island
with a mixture
of ruins and nature

Tomogashima
Island
Tomogashima Island is a collective name for four
islands in the Kitan Channel: Okinoshima, Jinoshima,
Torajima and Kamijima. There are brick ruins scattered
among untouched nature here, making visitors feel as
if they had stumbled upon another world. Use the
Tomogashima Kisen to get to the islands.
☎073-459-1333 (Tomogashima Kisen)
☎073-459-0314 (Tomogashima Information Center)
Kada, Wakayama City
Round-trip fare: Adults ¥2,200, Children ¥1,100
MAP→P32A-1

There are many highlights
on the large temple grounds.

Kokawaya

Negoro-ji Temple
This is the head temple of the Shingi
Shingon sect. Its wooden pagoda is the
largest in Japan and it has been designated
a national treasure. It also has Shotendo,
which rests in a pond brimming with water
from the mountain and a scenic garden with
waterfalls, ponds and other features.
☎0736-62-1144
2286 Negoro, Iwade City
9:10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. (Nov.-Mar. -4:00 p.m.)
Entrance fee: Adults ¥500
MAP→P32B-1

Kokawaya sells jams made by local
fruit growers. The most popular
product is a jam sauce developed
by a grower of Arakawa no momo
peach. With a sugar content of 35
degrees Brix - slightly sweet - it has
a fresh flavor that brings out the
original taste of the fruit.

Water pride!

☎0736-73-3282
35-1 Ida, Kinokawa City
Around 8:00 a.m.-around 5:00 p.m.
Holidays: None scheduled
Budget: Jam sauce ¥550 for 150 grams (each)
MAP→P32B-1

Peaches grown using water
from the Kino-kawa River have
a heavy sweetness. The owner
says, “The fruit is delicious
thanks to the water. There can
be no other explanation.”

In search of a sake brewery that uses famous water

Hatsusakura Shuzo
/ Sake brewing tour

ITO

This is an old brewery halfway up the Kino-kawa River,
which was an important point for water transportation. The
head brewer and company president will give you a tour of
the inside of the brewery, which is registered as a national
tangible cultural property. The water used is underground
water from the Izumi Mountains, which has a stout flavor
different from the mild Kino-kawa River water. A 720 ml
bottle of Junmai Ginjo Koyasan Hannyato is ¥1,850.
☎0736-22-0005 (Ask about reservations)
Note: Brewery tours are not available during
the COVID-19 pandemic.
85 Nakaiburi, Katsuragi Town
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Holidays: None scheduled
Tour: Free admission
Time required for tour: Approx. 30 minutes
MAP→P32C-1

A place of scenic beauty
dotted with oddly shaped rocks and stones

This gorge runs along National Route 371, which
leads to Koyasan. Beautiful canyon scenery of
the four seasons unfolds in such places as
Inumodori, a viewpoint made up of giant rocks.

Koyasan Cable
Car Line

;V[Z\P
3PTLZ[VUL*H]L

WA KAYA M A

Tamagawa-kyo Gorge

Koya-Ryujin
Skyline Road

Yuasa-Gobo Road

This scenic route runs through the mountains along the
ocean where mandarin plantations extend in front of
you. You can see Yuasa Bay, which contains Karumojima
and Takashima islands, the Kii Channel, Minoshima
Fishing Harbor and other coastal scenery, and there is
an observation platform that
affords an even better view.
Arida City
MAP→P31A-1

(YHNPQPTH
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Kanaya Myoe-kyo Onsen
（P13）
Shirama Falls
（P11）
Hirogawa Interchange
424
194
21

Kii-Yura Sta.

31

480

183

Arida Mikan Kaido

☎0737-32-2149
357 Ogawa, Aridagawa Town
9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
Holidays: None scheduled
Budget: Naturally brewed
soy sauce starting at ¥367 for 150 ml
MAP→P31A-1

Yuasa Interchange

Hirokawabeach Sta.
JR Kisei Main Line

480
Arida
Interchange

Enjoy the scenery of the vast ocean
and a mandarin plantation

This soy sauce maker sticks to an age-old recipe,
making its own fermentation starter and mash in the
brewery. This soy sauce that is brewed using only
Japanese ingredients and Mount Koyasan water is
carefully fermented to give it a mild, delicious flavor.

Tsugi Falls
（P11）

Ito

;VTVNHZOPTH Nankai Main Line
0ZSHUK（P32） Kada Sta. 26

Tomogashima Kisen
7
(Ferry terminal)
Nankai Kada Line

Wakayamashi Sta.
Wakayama Sta.
JR Kisei Main Line
Wakanoura
（P17）

Yadori Onsen Iyashi-no-Yu
This is a hot-spring hotel facing
Tamagawa-kyo Gorge, which is popular
for firefly viewing and water recreation.
The free-flowing, open-air bath has
sodium hydrogen carbonate and
chloride spring water with a pH of 8.7,
and it took first place in the family
division in the "2018 Onsen General
Election."

☎0736-32-8000
5 Kitayadori, Hashimoto City
11:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m. *last admission time
Closed on Tue., Wed. & Thu. (Open if the
day falls on a holiday or during Golden Week,
August, the end-of-year and New Year
holidays)
Bathing fee: Adults ¥700, Children ¥350
MAP→P32C-1
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Water from a spring of well-known quality
in a secluded region
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Natural Park
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☎0737-63-3156
407 Suhara, Yuasa Town
8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Closed on Sun.
Budget: Choice boiled whitebait starting at ¥700 for 200
grams MAP→P31A-1

Aragijima is a collection of terraced
rice fields with a gently curving
form that has been selected as
among the 100 best terraced rice
fields in Japan. It began when
Sukedayu Kasamatsu, a great man
from the early Edo period, undertook
new rice field development with his
own private funds, saying, "I want
to enrich the lives of the people."

Shimizu, Aridagawa Town
MAP→P31A-2

Kaneiwa Shoyu Honten

A shop specializing in whitebait

(ZOVW
ZWLJPHSPaPUN
PU^OP[LIHP[
4HLM\R\（P31）Yuasa Sta.

Aragijima (Rice Terrace)

☎0738-65-1123
(Yura Tourism Development.
Reservations required by the day before.)
Obiki Fishing Harbor, Yura Town
10:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
In operation every day (Subject to cancellation due to rain, storms or
other ocean conditions.)
Budget: 30 minutes course Adults ¥1,500, Children ¥900
60 minutes course Adults ¥1,800, Children ¥1,100
MAP→P31A-2

Maefuku

Scenery that symbolizes
Aridagawa Town

ARIDA

Shirasaki Cruise
Tour the Shirasaki Coast, which
is known as Japan's Aegean
Sea, in a fishing boat. The reason
the boats can get startlingly
close to the groups of strangely
shaped, white rocks is that they
are piloted by fishermen who are
expert in this part of the sea.
Feeding the black-tailed gulls is
a fun experience.

Wakayama
Hongu

Shirahama
Nachikatsuura

Okuno-in

Totsui Limestone Cave

Kii-Miyahara
Sta.
Fujinami Sta.

Scan for
a detailed map!

A sacred place where Kobo Daishi
continues to pray

A mysterious cave that was made by water over time

Water pride!

30 min.

Island adventure
with sake brewery tours!
A stimulating experience
for grown-ups

Kushimoto

HIDAKA

The sight of the drops of
water on the ends of the
countless stalactites
twinkling like a starry sky
is simply overwhelming!

45 min.

Ryujin

KOYASAN

Kushimoto

Naga
Ito

KOYASAN / HIDAKA / ARIDA

Shirahama
Nachikatsuura

EAT
BUY

Koyasan
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Money-Saving Passes and Useful Ser vices

WAKAYAMA
ACCESS GUIDE

The price as of April 2022. Please check online for most up-to-date information.

Japan Railway Group

Tengachaya

JR West Kansai WIDE Area Pass

JR West Kansai Area Pass

5-day pass for trains covering the Kansai Wide area, which includes services between Nara
and Wakayama City, and along Wakayama's coast such as Shirahama and Nachi-Katsuura.

For use between Kansai Int'l Airport and Wakayama Station, and other cities in Kansai such as
Osaka, Kyoto, Nara and more. Maximum validity is 4 days.

5 day s
WAKAYAMA
Pref.

From ¥

10,000

From

¥ 5,000 (child )

From

1day

From ¥

2,400

From

¥ 1,200 (child )

www.westjr.co.jp/global/en/ticket/pass/kansai_wide/

www.westjr.co.jp/global/en/ticket/pass/kansai/

JR Central Ise-Kumano Area Pass

Kantakun (Taxi Service)

Valid on trains and buses between Nagoya Station and Kii-Katsuura. Covers buses to the
Kumano Sanzan shrines and other top sights in the Kumano area.

Sightseeing taxi service offered by the Japan Railway Group. Taxis can be chartered affordably
from Shingu, Kii-Katsuura, Kushimoto and Kii-Tanabe stations.

5 day s

From ¥

11,210

From

¥ 5,600 (child )

http://touristpass.jp/en/ise_kumano/

From ¥

7,000

www.jr-odekake.net/navi/kantakun/ (JP)

Nankai Electric Railway
WAKAYAMA SIGHTSEEING TICKET

KADA SIGHTSEEING TICKET

Round way ticket from the station of issue to Wakayama-shi station and Wakayama
Bus & Wakayama Bus Naga 1-day unlimited pass.

Round way ticket from the station of issue to Wakayamashi station and 1-day
unlimited pass available between the section of Wakayamashi station and Kada Station.

Round-trip
Including Limited Express
Southern round way tickets

¥
¥

2,000
2,520

¥ 1,000 (child )

Round-trip

¥

¥ 1,270 (child )

Including Limited Express
Southern round way tickets

¥

https://www.howto-osaka.com/en/ticket/counter-wakayama/

2,000
2,520

¥ 990 (child )
¥ 1,260 (child )

https://www.howto-osaka.com/en/ticket/counter-kada/

Nankai Rinkan Bus
World Heritage Koyasan One-Day Free Ticket

Koyasan & Kumano Access Bus

Entitles the bearer to unlimited travel on services operated by Nankai Rinkan Bus within the
Koyasan area. Tickets are sold at Nankai Koyasan Station.

Daily bus service operating between Koyasan and Kumano Hongu Taisha with stops at
Gomadanzan and Ryujin Onsen along the way.

1day

熊野御坊南海バス
Kumano Gobo Nankai Bus

関西空港交通
Kansai Airport
Airport Bus
Transportation Enterprise

¥

840

¥ 420 (child )

1way

¥

5 , 0 00

¥ 2,500 (child )

www.rinkan.co.jp/global/en/

https://en.visitwakayama.jp/good-to-know/koyasan-kumano-bus/

Wakayama Bus

Meiko Bus

WAKAYAMABUS 1DAY PASS

Unlimited ride pass

Money-saving ticket providing unlimited travel on services operated by Wakayama Bus and
Wakayama Bus Naga within the Wakayama City area. Tickets are valid for one day only.

Save money on bus travel in the Shirahama area with the one day open ticket accepted on
Meiko buses. Tickets are available at the train station in Shirahama.

1day

¥

1,0 0 0

¥ 500 (child )

www.wakayamabus.co.jp/english/local_bus/

1day

¥

1,10 0

¥ 550 (child )

https://meikobus.jp/en/scheduled/shirahama/free/

Kumano-gawa River Boat Tour
熊野川川舟下り

0570-00-2486

www.facebook.com/visitwakayama/

0736-32-0779

0570-00-2486

NISSAN Rent a Car
日産レンタカー

Kumano Gobo Nankai Bus
熊野御坊南海バス
0739-42-3008

Times CAR RENTAL

www.instagram.com/visitwakayama/
https://wifi.visitwakayama.jp/en/

0120-00-5656

Nara Kotsu

TOYOTA Rent a Car
TOYOTAレンタカー

0800-7000-111

Kansai Airport Transportation Enterprise
072-461-1374
関西空港交通

NIPPON Rent a Car
ニッポンレンタカー

0800-500-0919

The Official Wakayama Travel Guide

Visitwakayama.jp

ORIX Rent-A-Car
オリックスレンタカー

Tourism Exchange Division, Wakayama Prefectural Government
1-1 Komatsubara-dori, Wakayama City 640-8585, Japan

TEL+81-73-422-4631 URL en.visitwakayama.jp

E-mail e0625001@pref.wakayama.lg.jp

